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PRIVATE MEMBERS’
PUBLIC BUSINESS

ENHANCING PUBLIC TRANSIT
ACCESSIBILITY ACT, 2023

~ LOIDE 2023 SUR ,
L’AMELIORATION DE L’ ACCESSIBILITE
DES TRANSPORTS EN COMMUN

Ms. Begum moved second reading of the following bill:

Bill 82, An Act respecting accessible public transit /
Projet de loi 82, Loi concernant des transports en commun
accessibles.

The Acting Speaker (M™¢ Lucille Collard): Pursuant
to standing order 100, the member has 12 minutes to make
a presentation.

Ms. Doly Begum: Thank you very much, Speaker. And
to all those watching from the Ontario Legislative Assembly
broadcasting, good evening everyone, and thank you so
much for all the love and support that you’ve given in
putting together this piece of legislation.

I want to start by also thanking some advocacy groups
and individuals who have been advising us and showing
their support. Let me start by saying thank you to Lauri Sue
Robertson, a constituent and a disability advocate from
Scarborough Southwest. Mr. Moyeen Chowdhury—I call
him uncle. Like many elders in our community who do
amazing work, this constituent of mine does amazing work
as a disability advocate and for seniors’ rights. Also thank
you to Chris Yaccato and the team at Variety—the Children’s
Charity of Ontario. Thank you for your work and for the sup-
port that you’ve shown. Also thank you to Shelagh Pizey-
Allen. Shelagh has been wonderful, the executive director
at TTC Riders—and along with her team at TTCriders, |
want to thank Adam Cohoon, the co-chair of the TTCriders
accessibility committee, as well as Jennifer Conroy, who
have been incredible advocates for this as well.

I also want to thank the AODA Alliance and the ARCH
Disability Law Centre for their remarks and feedback, as
well as my colleagues on this side, who have been incred-
ible allies and support in helping me throughout the process
of this legislation. So as I begin, I want to show my gratitude
to those.

And there’s one person that I have to give a big, big
shout-out to, and I feel emotional saying this: a big thank

you to my constituency assistant Mayeesha Chowdhury,
who did a lot of work, a lot of research, I would say over
the past couple of months, actually years, when I first thought
about this issue in my riding of Scarborough Southwest.
I’m a little torn because she just moved on to the media
team, to our communications team. She’s been a valuable
member of my Scarborough Southwest team, incredibly
dedicated. I know that the communications team is very
lucky to have her. We will miss you, Mayeesha, but thank
you very much for all your work, for everything that you’ve
done. I know that the SW team misses you and loves you
very, very much.

Speaker, this bill has been the product of a lot of differ-
ent conversations. In fact, when I first got elected, this was
one of the things that I heard from a lot of seniors and the
disability community, who talked about the need for ac-
cessible transit.

Now, imagine getting out of your home to come to work,
let’s just say from Scarborough Southwest to Queen’s
Park, and what that looks like. First, you go to the bus
shelter to get on a bus or the streetcar, then you would go
to the bus bay, then to the train. You get on the train, then
you get off the train and then you repeat, and then either
you take a bus or you walk, let’s say, to Queen’s Park, for
example.

Now, that’s for somebody who’s able-bodied. Imagine
somebody in a wheelchair, Speaker. You get out of your
home, so you would have to figure out if the side streets
are gravel. Are you able to actually get to the bus shelter
properly? That’s the first hurdle.

Then you think about whether the bus shelter is access-
ible and then when the bus comes, if it is actually access-
ible to pick you up. Thankfully to the TTC and the work
they have done, there are a lot of buses that are now ac-
cessible, and I thank them for that work that they have done.
However, if there is somebody already in a wheelchair in
that bus, then you have to wait for the next one because it
only takes one person with a wheelchair. So you wait.

Once you get on the bus, you go to the bus bay—and
let’s say you live close to Warden station, Speaker; that’s
in my riding of Scarborough Southwest. Well, too bad
because from the bus bay at Warden station, you cannot
go up to go to the trains because that subway station is not
accessible. I know the TTC has a goal to make that subway
station accessible and that work is being done. Unfortu-
nately, it’s been delayed for a while. We had a target, I
believe, of 2014, then 2020, and now the new target is
2025, and from I’'m hearing from some advocates, that may
not even happen because of the lack of investment, the
lack of funding.
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So, let’s say for this individual in that wheelchair, you
do get on the bus, but you decide because Warden station
is not accessible, you’re going to go to a different station.
You’ve just added on the time you need. Then from that
station, let’s say you go to Main Street station or Victoria
Park, which are accessible; you go there and you have to
now find out where the closest elevator is that will take
you to the right platform for you to get on the train to come
westbound, for example. If you’re lucky, you’ll find the
elevator that’s close enough, but for some stations you will
have to go around to a different side, which is another 10
or 15 minutes for that person in the wheelchair to be able
to access that elevator and finally get on the platform to go
westbound, for example. That is the reality for so many
people.

Once you get on the train, you have to then figure out
whether you’re going to get off at which station because,
based on that, you calculate—and there are about 16
stations just in the city that are not accessible. So you
calculate: “Well, if I get off at this station there, it’s not
accessible, then I can’t do this. So I have to figure out this
station, but this is actually far away from my destination
so I have to figure out buses that will take me from the
further-away station that I’ve just gotten off at because it’s
accessible to get to the bus to get to my destination.” Do you
see, colleagues, the dilemma that someone went through,
the hurdles and amount of effort and time you’ve added
for this individual?

One of the main things that we talk about when we talk
about people with disabilities is, are we allowing them to
be able to contribute and be their best selves? Unfortunate-
ly, if we don’t make transit accessible, then we’re not.

This legislation that I have is a very simple piece of
legislation, Speaker, because there are bus shelters, buses
and vehicles that are not accessible. When we looked at
the AODA from 2005, and we looked at the work that’s
been done with the AODA and the incredible work by
advocates, as well as the reports on the AODA which show
that we have been lacking in actually meeting the standards
the AODA set out, as well as the 15 recommendations by
late Lieutenant Governor David Onley and the incredible
work he’s done—and I want this thank them. I also want
to thank David Lepofsky for the work he’s done with the
AODA Alliance because they have set out a lot of these
standards, but unfortunately we’re not meeting these stan-
dards.

So when I look at this legislation, one of the things that
we’re hoping to do with the support of the government is
that this bill will amend the Ontarians with Disabilities Act
to provide the Minister of Transportation and the Minister
for Seniors and Accessibility to jointly conduct a review
of the standards of public transportation organizations with
respect to accessibility of existing transit stations, stops
and vehicles; and no more than 12 months will be given to
do that because we need a timeline. We have delayed,
delayed and delayed. We have forgotten about this entire
community of those needing the support, who are facing
those barriers. We need to support them. For that, we need
to be able to put a deadline so that we actually say, “You

know what? Let’s take action. Let’s actually put our foot
down and say we’re going to do something about it.”
These Ontarians deserve that, Speaker.

This bill, the first section of it, asks for that. It’s a very
simple ask. I don’t see anything partisan about it. I don’t
see anything wrong about it that the government could not
do. The second part of that is to amend and to provide that
every public transportation organization shall ensure that
all stops and shelters are accessible to persons with dis-
abilities—Speaker, a very simple ask—that persons with
disabilities can access, let’s say, bus bays—so I just gave
you an example—without having to leave the premises and
that persons with disabilities can access all trains, light rail,
GO trains, streetcars, train stations etc. without actually
going about.

When we talk about accessibility, let’s not make it
about a tick mark, so that you can just put in an elevator
and say, “You know what? That’s it.” You can just put in
signage and say, “You know what? That’s it.” Or you can
just make one announcement and say, “You know what?
That’s it.” Those are not the ways to go about it.

One of the recommendations that David Onley made
during his review was: Let’s look at the design of transit
and have people who are dealing with disabilities, for
example, who need that extra support, who need to address
those barriers, be part of that. So if you have an architect,
for example, or if you have an engineer who is designing
a station, let’s make sure that that conversation of
removing those disability barriers is part of that design
from the get-go.

That is very important, Speaker, because let’s say you
have an announcement being made. For someone who is
relying on that voice, that public announcement, if it’s not
clear, it doesn’t matter if you’ve made that announcement
or not. For that person, they have to wait and they could
have missed that bus, for example, if that bus didn’t make
that announcement. For someone who is standing with a
wheelchair, if they don’t have the elevator in the right spot,
that’s it. They’re going around and adding another 10 or
15 minutes to be able to get access.

That happens a lot in areas like Scarborough which are
forgotten when we talk in general terms about transit,
Speaker. And this is not just in Scarborough. I should also
add a few other examples. When we looked across the
province, we found a lot of different municipalities, like
Waterloo, like Thunder Bay, like Sudbury, for example,
where you talk about transit and what percentage of transit
is accessible. Let me give you an example. Let’s say Thunder
Bay, where just a little over 60% of transit is accessible. In
Waterloo, for example, it’s just over 70%. But even within
that accessible amount, that percentage, there are barriers
that exist. Even within that 70%, there is about 13% of
barriers that exist because of things like there’s gravel on
the sidewalks so you cannot actually access the transit
station.

These are some examples across the province. I haven’t
even gotten to the north yet. The north of this province,
northern Ontario, Speaker—guess what? They can’t even
address accessibility in transit. They only have door-to-
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door services because they are not able to have the funding
or the ability to change that. They would need a lot of work
to rebuild and make sure they’re able to provide accessible
transit where people who are facing disability become a
part of the community that’s able to take transit on a
regular basis. Instead, they have to have bookable services.
If you don’t have anything bookable, let’s say, for today
at 8 o’clock, too bad, you wait for the next day.

That is not making this huge community become engaged,
become a participating member of our province. This is
not what Ontarians, regardless of their abilities, deserve.
So I’m asking this government, Speaker, to just look at the
bill. It’s a very simple ask. The fact that we’re still asking
for it in 2023 is something to be ashamed of, but I know
that we can do better. A little political will, a little bit of
investment can take us far, and we can work together to
make sure that we pass this bill.

The Acting Speaker (M™¢ Lucille Collard): Further
debate?

Mrs. Daisy Wai: Thank you to the member opposite
for your presentation. Madam Speaker, this bill is calling for
all transit to be accessible for everyone and for ministers
to report to the House annually on the progression of this.
Thanks to the leadership of our Premier, we are already
doing this.

1810

Thanks to the Premier, we have made historic invest-
ments in transit, including the Ontario Line, the North-
lander and the Scarborough subway extension. Madam
Speaker, we do care about getting things accessible for
Ontarians. We are making transit accessible for everyone.
And thanks to the leadership of the Minister for Seniors
and Accessibility and the Minister of Transportation, all
GO buses and all GO trains are becoming accessible. This
government is ensuring that no matter where you are,
everyone has a chance to commute around.

We can appreciate the hard work and dedication our
journalists and reporters do on a daily basis. In February,
Radio-Canada reported that Toronto has now succeeded
Montreal when it comes to accessible transit. I want to
congratulate the Toronto Transit Commission. The TTC is
in the process of making sure all of its TTC subway stations
are fully accessible in the next few years.

The Lansdowne subway station in the west of the city
of Toronto is now accessible. This is one of the many
upgrades that the TTC is doing to make sure that all 75 of
their stations are fully accessible to everyone. As reported
by Radio-Canada on February 26, Toronto is pulling ahead
of Montreal when it comes to accessible transit.

Thanks to the leadership of the Premier, Ontario is
working with the federal government and its municipal
partners like the city of Toronto, making historic invest-
ments in fully accessible transit in the province. Once
again, I’d like to congratulate the TTC and the city of
Toronto on their leadership.

Madam Speaker, the city of Ottawa is also showing
leadership when it comes to accessibility. All the stations
on Line 1 in the city of Ottawa are now accessible for
people with limited mobility. The member opposite’s bill
calls for everyone to be able to access trains, light-rail transit

and streetcars. Not only can you see this already happening,
the Accessibility for Ontarians with Disabilities Act already
requires all municipalities to make transportation and transit
accessible. And once again, they are already doing it. We
are ensuring all 444 municipalities are equipped with the
tools and supports that are needed to ensure everyone can
get around in their beautiful communities.

Madam Speaker, it doesn’t stop in Ottawa and Toronto.
In December, the province announced that the Ontario
Northland is back. Our government announced $139 mil-
lion for new trains as part of the plan to bring back Ontario
Northland passenger trains. All of these trains will be fully
accessible with built-in wheelchair lifts, storage space for
mobility devices and fully accessible washrooms. Thanks
to the leadership of the Associate Minister of Transporta-
tion and the Minister of Northern Development, we are not
only bringing rail transportation back to the north but will
make it fully accessible for everyone.

Over the next 10 years, Ontario has planned overall
investments of more than $158.8 billion to support access
to quality, reliable high-speed Internet and the construction,
rehabilitation and modernization of new schools, hospitals,
public transit, roads and bridges. Since 2018, Ontario has
committed to investing a total of $10.2 billion to improve
public transit infrastructure; community, culture and rec-
reation; green infrastructure; rural and northern communities’
infrastructure; and COVID-19 resilience. The program in-
cludes accessibility upgrades that support people who use
mobility devices.

Through the ICIP Public Transit stream, more than
2,200 transit vehicles are expected to be purchased through
approved—or under-review—projects, to replace aging
vehicles or expand transit fleets across Ontario. All transit
vehicles purchased through ICIP are fully compliant.

Through the Public Transit infrastructure stream of ICIP,
Ontario invested close to $3 million to support accessibil-
ity improvements to Peel region’s public transit system.
This funding enabled Peel region to purchase 69 special-
ized buses equipped with side-mounted lifts that are capable
of carrying up to six wheelchair passengers and also made
it easier to pay fares across TransHelp fleet by imple-
menting Presto and installing up to 145 portable, tablet-
based payment devices.

Madam Speaker, I’d like to address the member oppos-
ite’s call for both the Minister of Transportation and the
Minister for Seniors and Accessibility to jointly conduct a
review of standards for public transportation organizations
with respect to the accessibility of existing transit stations
and stops. The government has already established standards
development committees that review the standards and
make recommendations on how Ontario can become more
accessible for everyone. Bill 82 calls for changes that this
province is already doing.

This government is helping to make transportation and
transit services more accessible, convenient and safe.
Through the leadership of the Minister of Transportation,
we are ensuring:

—accessible washrooms at all rest areas and ONroute
centres;
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—accessible pedestrian signals are included in new
highway infrastructure;

—building AODA-compliant signalized intersections
that comply with the Design of Public Spaces Standard
addresses the needs of pedestrians with cognitive and/or
sensory disabilities and enhances the safety, mobility, and
independence of Ontarians with disabilities;

—traffic control signals with accessible pedestrian signal
features are being inspected every six months to ensure
signal operations are in compliance with MTO standards
and TASR regulations.

Since 2018, thanks to the leadership of the Minister of
Transportation, the ministry has completed over 100 AODA-
compliant signalized intersections that meet the accessibil-
ity standards under the IASR DOPS, and more are planned
for construction in 2023. The work includes installing acces-
sible pedestrian signals, tactile features, audible push buttons
and dropped curbs.

This government continues to ensure everyone has a
chance to get around, including seniors and persons with
disabilities. Through the Community Transportation Grant
Program, we are providing up to $44 million over seven
years to 38 municipalities to deliver 43 local and intercom-
munity transportation projects in areas across Ontario that
are unserved or underserved by such services.

Madam Speaker, the new Kingston-area ferry vessels
and terminals are now built. As a result, the new vessels,
shore constructions and services launched in 2020 are ac-
cessible to users. This includes features like:

—separate, accessible pedestrian boarding ramps on
vessels;

—accessible seating on vessels and in buildings;

—use of video-display terminals in buildings to provide
information normally spoken live by staff or pre-recorded
announcements in a visual format like text, symbols, videos
to support users who are deaf, deafened, hard of hearing
or who have learning or intellectual disabilities.
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Madam Speaker, this government will continue to ensure
that everyone, anywhere, has access to transportation.

Our investments for accessibility don’t stop at transit.
This government is ensuring that everyone has the oppor-
tunity of full participation in this province. We’ve invested
over $2 million since 2018 into the Inclusive Community
Grants Program to help municipalities across the province
develop accessible infrastructure in their communities. Our
government believes that all Ontarians deserve an equal
opportunity to engage in our society.

Madam Speaker, in conclusion, Bill 82 shows a redun-
dancy of what the government is already doing and will
continue to do.

The Acting Speaker (M™¢ Lucille Collard): Further
debate?

Ms. Jessica Bell: [ want to thank the member for Scar-
borough Southwest for bringing this important bill, Bill
82, to come up with a plan to review and to make the
amendments necessary to ensure that all public transit across
Ontario is accessible. It is a sensible, compassionate and
practical motion. And it is a surprise to hear that the members

opposite are feeling some reluctance to demonstrate their
commitment to accessibility.

Transit has been in the news a lot lately, especially in
Toronto. We’ve seen a fare hike that came in yesterday,
one of a whole series of fare hikes that have been taking
place over the last decade. We have seen service cuts, and
I fear that we are going to be seeing more service cuts in
the coming months, because the provincial government
and the federal government have made a decision that
transit operations and maintenance are not a priority for
them, and that is a shame.

But today we’re here to talk about accessibility. Ac-
cessibility is an issue that isn’t talked about and isn’t debated
enough, especially since it affects thousands and thousands
and thousands of people. I’'m always struck by that statistic
and that reminder that, at one time or another, every single
one of us is going to have accessibility challenges at some
point in our lives. This bill in some way or another, this
motion in some way or another, affects us.

When I think about the TTC, which is the transit system
which serves University—Rosedale, and I think about ac-
cessibility, I always notice how many stations still are not
accessible for people. I notice how many elevators are out
for repair, and escalators are out for repair, and how long
it takes—sometimes months—to get some basic mainten-
ance done to ensure that people who are using a wheel-
chair, who have accessibility challenges can just use the
TTC to get around: to get to the doctor, to go to work, to
go to school, to study, to visit friends—basic things, just
to access our city, to have the key to our city and to use
public transit to do it.

When I first moved to this city—the TTC has these little
signs. It says, these signs, that if this elevator is not working,
then what you can do is you can go onto the other side of
the station and then take this bus and then take this other
bus to get to this other station where the elevator is
working, where it is accessible. And it always struck me
as absurd, because when I calculated how long it would
take to get to that accessible station, it could take upwards
of an hour. That’s not accessible.

And then I also think about Wheel-Trans, which is that
service that people who cannot use the TTC can take. When
I was the executive director of TTCriders, we would
always get complaints from people, and people continue
to complain to this day, that Wheel-Trans denies people
who are eligible to use Wheel-Trans. They deny them, and
I think that’s a shame.

I support this motion. This is about accessibility and
ensuring that everyone has access to our city and our
province and can get around. It’s practical; it makes sense.
[ urge you to support it as well. Thank you to the member
for Scarborough Southwest for bringing it forward today.

The Acting Speaker (M™¢ Lucille Collard): Further
debate?

MPP Lise Vaugeois: ['m speaking in favour of this
motion and really wish that the government would vote in
favour of this bill, because we need a means—I was
hoping to hear that you would set up a survey, a means for
people with disability to give you feedback on what it’s
actually like to move through the transit system.
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So, I have a few examples. I live not far from Yonge and
Bloor. Well, I cannot find the accessible entrance. I’'m drag-
ging a suitcase around with me everywhere I go these
days. I still—I’ve tried several different entrances; I can’t
find it.

When I’'m travelling through the subway system, I’'m
always looking for the elevator, and most times I can’t find
it. Then I look for the sign and there’s a tiny little sign way
down at the other end of the platform on it that has a
wheelchair on it, so hopefully that’s it. But can I get there?
Well, there are a million people between me and that sign.

The other place you see the sign is flat against the wall.
So if you come off one train, you will see that sign. If you
come off any other part of the subway, you won’t see it.

I find it very, very difficult, and I’'m able-bodied. I have
good vision. English is my first language. This should not
be a problem, but it’s very difficult—it is. It is. And I can’t
imagine, if [ needed, absolutely needed, that elevator, what
would I do?

Another thing that’s kind of interesting is salt. You
wouldn’t think salt would be a problem, but I take the GO
train. I take the bus to Appleby and I take the GO train
from there. I go back and forth on that, with my wheeled
suitcase. There’s salt, which is good. Normally you’d think
salt is great, okay? The snow has been cleared; there’s salt
on the ground. You should try dragging a suitcase across
large chunks of salt. It doesn’t work. Now, if [ were in an
electric wheelchair or any kind of wheelchair, I imagine
that salt is actually going to totally gum up my machine.
It’s not a good thing.

So that’s the kind of feedback—I mean, who would
know, if you didn’t have that problem, that salt actually is
not the best solution? Maybe there’s something else that
could be done, put down instead.

Then there’s—Iet’s see, what did I have here? GO
transit: Do you know how many stations where the eleva-
tor is at the opposite end of the building to where the car
is that is accessible? If you get the accessible car, there is
somebody who staffs that car, who puts down a ramp, and
you can get on there with your wheelchair or with any
other kind of mobility device—or a buggy, or a suitcase.
But you’ve got to make it from the far end of the platform,
again through everybody else who is waiting to take the
train or getting off the train, to get to the accessible section.
That’s basic information, and that’s the kind of informa-
tion that the government needs to be hearing from people
who need to use those services.

Union Station: Has anybody tried to find their way
around Union Station? [’'m embarrassed to say that—I’ve
been going back and forth; this is nine months now—I still
routinely get lost trying to make my way around Union
Station. There are multiple signs that say the same thing,
often going in different directions. Again, English is my
first language. I’ve lived in Toronto. I lived in Toronto
before; I live in Toronto now. And yet, I constantly struggle
to understand the signage in Union Station. Imagine if you
are struggling with your mobility or language or anything
else, and you’re in this very, very busy place and unable
to figure out where to go.

So, I think it’s crucial that the government actually have
a mechanism where they can gather information from people
who really need these services. We will all be better off
with these services corrected. They can’t do that without
listening to people. For this reason, I really urge the gov-
ernment to please support this bill.

The Acting Speaker (M™¢ Lucille Collard): Further
debate?

Mr. Joel Harden: 1 want to thank the member for
Scarborough Southwest for putting this forward. I had the
great pleasure recently to share a digital platform with her
and many of the advocates who are putting this piece of
legislation forward. So thank you to you, and thank you to
all those people who’ve done that.
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Speaker, if | may, [ want to try to succinctly express what
I think this debate is really about. This debate is really
about how much more prejudice we’re willing to tolerate
against disabled persons in the province of Ontario in the
year 2023. 1 say that because, before the member from
Thunder Bay—Superior North, I had the privilege to serve
as the critic for persons with disabilities and accessibility
from 2018 until the end of the last Parliament. I had
occasion to meet the great David Onley, who we’ve talked
about; David Lepofsky; so many advocates who have told
me pointedly that we are past deadline.

So when I hear my friend from Richmond Hill say—
I’ve had occasion to be at disability rights events with her,
and I know she’s passionate; I know members of this gov-
ernment are passionate about disability rights—that “we’re
working on it,” well, I’'m sorry; I’ve seen this debate now for
going on five years. If there are still subway stations in the
wealthiest city in Ontario that are not open to persons with
disabilities, then we are de facto saying prejudice is okay.

When David Onley in his report said to us that we are
living in an Ontario where persons with disabilities live
with “soul-crushing barriers,” and when he talked about
ableism as being one of the last publicly acceptable forms
of prejudice, he was using very bold language to get our
attention. When so many of us gathered to honour Mr.
Onley’s passing—I had to gather virtually in Ottawa,
Speaker—I want to believe that what we are gathering to
celebrate is someone who was telling us that we had to be
better.

So the member for Scarborough Southwest is telling us
we need a deadline. We need a deadline of a year to review
with the AODA standards committee that the member for
Richmond Hill spoke about, so we are very clear that we
aren’t just using words in this place; we are on a deadline
to accessibility; we’re drawing not just on the AODA, but
the ODA and other relevant pieces of legislation. Because
we do not believe in house-bound confinement in this
province. We believe everybody should have the freedom
of movement to do what they want.

For people in this great city—someone I was reading
about as I prepped for debate, Speaker, is Mr. Mark Moore
in Orillia, who loves to get on accessible transit in the great
city of Orillia and go to the community centre. Why? So
he can be with his friends and have the pleasure of great
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community services at the Orillia community centre. But
Mr. Moore struggles with the schedule of the accessible
transit service. It’s not Toronto; it’s Orillia.

In Ottawa, we are fighting desperately for same-day
bookings for people who want to use the accessible transit
system in our city, Para Transpo. You cannot do it. Speaker,
what they do right now is they tell you, “This is the
window when you can expect a Para Transpo bus to arrive.”
And I’ve talked to constituents who have waited for hours
sometimes for it to arrive. They have to book that two
hours before a doctor’s appointment, or something critical.
How can one plan their life? That is an unacceptable form
of discrimination and prejudice, but I salute the member
for encouraging us to stand behind. It is great when we see
the moments in this Legislature when we all get behind
something, and we all say human rights matter for everyone.
So, thank you very much, member for Scarborough South-
west.

Thank you to this Legislature for caring about disability
rights, but words are great; actions are better. Please support
this motion.

The Acting Speaker (M™¢ Lucille Collard): The
member has two minutes to reply.

Ms. Doly Begum: Thank you to all my colleagues for
your remarks—on this side of the House, for your
passionate remarks. I am a little bit—actually, I'm a little
shocked because I thought this was a common-sense bill.
I didn’t think there would be any opposition to it at all. I
don’t—I’m out of words.

I’m going to actually ignore my notes here and say that
I believe every single person in this province, regardless
of their abilities, regardless of how differently abled they
are, visually-impaired, hearing impairment, any ability,
someone who is dealing with language accessibility,
someone who sits in a wheelchair—I’ve had the pleasure
of meeting a wonderful woman, Lauri Sue Robertson, who
joined me yesterday in Queen’s Park in her wheelchair.

Anybody in this province regardless of their abilities
should be able, should have the right, to go to wherever
they want, across this province, without barriers. I believe
that. I hope that everyone in this House believes that,
Speaker.

It is not up to us to continue to keep those barriers that
exist right now in our province. It was 20 years ago when
the Ontario disability act was established, and it was more
than 15 years ago when the AODA was established. And
it was about 10 years ago when we had those recommen-
dations that talked about how we are failing in accessibil-
ity measures in our province. And yet the fact that we’re
in 2023 right now and we’re having to debate this is
absurd. It’s something we should be ashamed of.

If this government thinks that they’re already doing the
work, if they’re already investing, if they’re already doing
the accessibility measures that are required, then what’s
the harm in actually voting for this, right? If you’re already
doing this, if you’re already committed, then what’s the
harm—

The Acting Speaker (M™¢ Lucille Collard): Thank
you. The time provided for private members’ public business
has expired.

Ms. Begum has moved second reading of Bill 82, An
Act respecting accessible public transit. Is it the pleasure
of the House that the motion carry? I heard a no.

All those in favour, please say “aye.”

All those opposed, please say “nay.”

In my opinion, the nays have it.

A recorded vote being required, it will be deferred until
the next instance of deferred votes.

Second reading vote deferred.

The Acting Speaker (M™ Lucille Collard): All matters
related to private members’ public business having been
completed, this House stands adjourned until Wednesday,
April 5, 2023, at 9 a.m.

The House adjourned at 1836.
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