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The House met at 1400.

Her Honour the Lieutenant Governor entered the
chamber and took her seat upon the throne.

Hon. Elizabeth Dowdeswell (Lieutenant Govern-
or): Pray be seated.

The Speaker (Hon. Ted Arnott): May it please your
Honour, the Legislative Assembly has elected me as their
Speaker, though | am but little able to fulfill the import-
ant duties thus assigned to me. If, in the performance of
those duties, | should at any time fall into error, | pray
that the fault may be imputed to me and not to the assem-
bly whose servant | am and who, through me, the better
to enable them to discharge their duty to their Queen and
country, hereby claim all their undoubted rights and
privileges, especially that they may have freedom of
speech in their debates, access to your person at all
seasonable times, and that their proceedings may receive
from you the most favourable consideration.

Hon. Todd Smith: Speaker, | am commanded by Her
Honour the Lieutenant Governor to declare to you that
she freely confides in the duty and attachment of the
assembly to Her Majesty’s person and government and,
not doubting that the proceedings will be conducted with
wisdom, temperance and prudence, she grants constitu-
tional privileges.

I am commanded also to assure you that the assembly
shall have ready access to Her Honour upon all suitable
occasions and that their proceedings, as well as your
words and actions, will constantly receive from her the
most favourable construction.

Her Honour the Lieutenant Governor was pleased to
open the session by reading the speech from the throne.

SPEECH FROM THE THRONE

Hon. Elizabeth Dowdeswell (Lieutenant Govern-
or): Mr. Speaker, honourable members, ladies and
gentlemen, people of Ontario:

As the representative of Her Majesty the Queen, it is
my honour to open the first session of the 42nd Parlia-
ment by delivering the speech from the throne. | want to
issue a special welcome to you—the elected members of
the Ontario Legislature—both new and returning.

Each of you has earned your seat in this chamber by
earning the confidence and trust of your fellow Ontar-
ians. It is a high honour and distinction that should be
cherished.

For this chamber belongs to the people.

Not just in that all are welcome to witness your pro-
ceedings.

Though that should always be the case.

But also in that every seat in this chamber ultimately
belongs to the Ontarians who sent you here.

The privilege of democracy is to temporarily occupy
these seats on the people’s behalf.

And in so doing, always be mindful, that the power
exercised here must always be—and only be—exercised
with the people’s best interest in mind.

In a time of global turmoil and change, maintaining,
and strengthening the bond between the people and their
public representatives must always be top of mind for us
all.

It is very much top of mind for your new government.

A government for the people.

It is a government that has been given a clear mandate
directly from Ontarians.

A government that recognizes that this mandate comes
with high expectations.

Not just in the policies it advances.

But also in the manner in which it conducts itself.

Your new government does not take these responsibil-
ities lightly.

For the fact is that Ontario is at a critical juncture.

We face mounting challenges at home and abroad.

These challenges, if left unchecked, threaten liveli-
hoods and imperil public services.

We cannot afford to dither or delay.

To overcome these challenges we must challenge the
status quo.

Reject the old compromises.

And embrace change.

It will also require us to move past the politics of
division.

We must look beyond our differences—in race,
region, language, gender, religion, lifestyle, sexual orien-
tation or creed and recognize that all of us are Ontarians
and Canadians first.

Because no matter where any of us come from, or how
long we have lived here—it should be clear that when
Ontarians work together, there is no challenge that cannot
be overcome.

Together we can create unprecedented jobs and pros-
perity—and send a message to the world that Ontario is
open for business.

We can once again put Ontario on a healthy financial
footing—and ensure that we can afford to maintain and
strengthen our hospitals, schools and other vital public
services.

And we can rebuild trust between the people and their
government—based on a shared and simple principle.
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You should not be forced to pay more and work harder
to make life easier for your government.

Instead your government should be working harder,
smarter and more efficiently to make life better for you.

Your government intends to take a number of immedi-
ate and longer-term steps to meet these challenges, in-
cluding, where necessary, the introduction of legislation.

Your government’s plan for the people will begin by
trusting the taxpayer.

Ontarians work hard for their money. They treat their
hard-earned money with respect—and are right to expect
their government will do the same.

Your new government believes that no dollar is better
spent—than the dollar that is left in the pockets of the
taxpayer.

That is why your government will take action to
reduce gas prices.

Lower your hydro bills.

And provide meaningful, necessary tax relief to
parents, small businesses and the working poor.

It also includes scrapping the cap-and-trade carbon tax
here in Ontario. And opposing other carbon tax schemes
in all of their forms.

These oppressive taxes make life unaffordable for
families and put thousands of Ontario jobs at risk.

1410

In a time of economic uncertainty—a punishing
carbon tax is the last thing Ontario families and busi-
nesses can afford.

Your government will use every tool at its disposal to
fight those who would hurt Ontario families and jobs by
imposing such a tax on our province.

Because, in the current climate, creating and pro-
tecting jobs should be something that unites us all.

None of us are oblivious to the ominous warnings
from other nations about the future of our trading rela-
tionships.

In this time of uncertainty we are proud to stand
shoulder-to-shoulder with our federal government, prov-
incial counterparts, businesses and workers to not only
protect the jobs we have today—but to also build a
stronger economy for the future.

We will work co-operatively with the federal govern-
ment to stand up to tariffs and make sure Ontario’s best
interests are reflected in the NAFTA negotiations.

And Ontario will not be standing on the sidelines. We
are a proud trading partner to the world—including to the
28 U.S. states for which Ontario is the humber-one or
number-two export destination. We will take our mes-
sage to anyone who will listen.

And here at home we will also take action to protect
jobs—including the thousands of jobs across Ontario that
depend on the continued operation of the Pickering
nuclear generating station.

And, by lowering taxes, reducing the regulatory
burden and making life easier for entrepreneurs, your
government will make sure the world knows that Ontario
is open for business.

Your government also intends to take immediate steps
to restore faith in Ontario’s public institutions.

In many places this faith is shaken. Ontario’s finances
have been left in a precarious position.

And too many people are feeling excluded from a
system that too often seems tilted in the direction of
insiders and the elite.

Your government intends to tackle this problem root
and stem.

It will begin by calling a commission of inquiry into
the financial practices of government to identify ways to
restore accountability and trust in Ontario’s public
finances.

The era of accounting tricks and sleight of hand must
end.

It will also include a thorough line-by-line audit of all
government spending that will identify and eliminate
duplication and waste.

And your government will act swiftly to restore public
confidence in Ontario’s electricity system—starting with
Hydro One.

And ultimately your government intends to return
Ontario to a balanced budget on a timetable that is
responsible, modest and pragmatic.

Ultimately a government for the people must also be a
government of respect.

Your new government assumes responsibility with
great humility. Recognizing that on so many issues—the
people who know best live and work well outside gov-
ernment’s walls.

You can count on your government to respect our
doctors, nurses and other health care practitioners by
working collaboratively with them to ensure we have a
system that treats everyone fairly while putting the
interests of patients first.

It will be a health care system that can count on long-
term stable funding. Including 15,000 new long-term-
care beds over the next five years and a historic new $3.8
billion investment in mental health and addictions, in-
cluding supportive housing.

You can also count on your government to respect
parents, teachers and students by getting back to basics
and replacing failed ideological experiments in the class-
room—with tried and true methods that work.

It will include scrapping the failed experimental “dis-
covery math” curricula and focus on the fundamentals
that allow our children to succeed.

It will also include respecting parents—by replacing
the current sex-education curriculum—with a new age-
appropriate one that is based on real consultation with
parents.

And it will include respecting the parents of children
with autism, by increasing supports for the families who
need it most.

Your new government will also respect our municipal
partners.

Whether by partnering with Toronto and other GTA
municipalities to build a world-class transit system.



12 JUILLET 2018

ASSEMBLEE LEGISLATIVE DE L’ONTARIO 5

Addressing the transportation needs of other Ontario
urban centres.

Or by respecting the wishes of rural municipalities by
putting an end to unfair, unaffordable green energy
contracts that have been imposed on them over local
objections.

You can also count on your government to respect our
women and men in uniform.

It will include honouring the Canadian heroes of the
war in Afghanistan by building a new monument.

And creating a dedicated hotline to provide assistance
to our military families here at home.

You can count on your government to respect the men
and women of Ontario’s police services—by freeing
them from onerous restrictions that treat those in uniform
as subjects of suspicion and scorn.

And ensuring they have the tools, support and resour-
ces they need to enforce the law and protect innocent
families from the menace of drug, gun and gang-related
violence.

It will respect businesses and job creators in Ontario—
who know, far better than any government, what is ne-
cessary to get Ontario growing so that we can once again
be the engine of Canada’s economy.

Your new government will respect consumers and
trust adults to make the responsible choices that work
best for them. That’s why it will expand the sale of beer
and wine to convenience stores, grocery stores and big
box stores.

And it will respect workers—across all professions
and trades—Dby ensuring everyone gets a fair opportunity
to compete for opportunities and build their careers here
in Ontario.

Change will not be easy.

It will require a unity of purpose. A clear vision. And
a lot of hard work.

But Ontario has everything it needs to succeed.

Abundant natural resources.

World-class health care and education systems.

The good fortune to sit at the crossroads of global and
continental trade.

And the greatest, hardest-working people in the world.

The challenges facing our province are real. And they
will not be taken lightly.

So, yes, the road ahead will not be easy.

But the path is clear.

A new day has dawned in Ontario.

A day of prosperity and opportunity.

For everyone.

And help is here.

Thank you.

1420

Singing of O Canada.

Her Honour was then pleased to retire.

Prayers.

The Speaker (Hon. Ted Arnott): You may take your
seats.

Mr. Gilles Bisson: Point of order.

The Speaker (Hon. Ted Arnott): Point of order. The
member for Timmins.

Mr. Gilles Bisson: Mr. Speaker, | rise on a point of
order in order to inform you that Her Majesty’s loyal op-
position intends at a later date to file a point of privilege.

Prior to the throne speech being read in our House by
the Lieutenant Governor, copies of the throne speech
were made available to the media—and to who else, we
don’t know. We’re advising you at this point that we will
be filing with you later.

The Speaker (Hon. Ted Arnott): | wish to thank the
member for Timmins for his notice of this point of
privilege.

I beg to inform the House that, to prevent mistakes, |
have obtained a copy of the speech from the throne,
which I will now read.

Interjection: Dispense.

The Speaker (Hon. Ted Arnott): Dispense? Dis-
pensed.

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS

AN ACT TO PERPETUATE
AN ANCIENT PARLIAMENTARY RIGHT

LOI VISANT A PERPETUER
UN ANCIEN DROIT PARLEMENTAIRE

Mr. Ford moved first reading of the following bill:

Bill 1, An Act to perpetuate an ancient parliamentary
right/ Projet de loi 1, Loi visant a perpétuer un ancien
droit parlementaire.

The Speaker (Hon. Ted Arnott): Is it the pleasure of
the House that the motion carry? Carried.

First reading agreed to.

The Speaker (Hon. Ted Arnott): | recognize the
Premier to make his remarks.

Hon. Doug Ford: I’'m pleased to introduce this bill
today. It symbolizes the assembly’s independence from
the crown. Stemming from a practice dating back to at
least 1558, the bill asserts the right of this assembly to
give precedence to matters it chooses.

MOTIONS

THRONE SPEECH DEBATE

The Speaker (Hon. Ted Arnott): | recognize the
government House leader.

Hon. Todd Smith: | move that the speech of Her
Honour the Lieutenant Governor to this House be taken
into consideration on Monday, July 16, 2018.

The Speaker (Hon. Ted Arnott): Mr. Smith, Bay of
Quinte, moves that the speech of Her Honour the Lieu-
tenant Governor to this House be taken into consideration
on Monday, July 16, 2018. Is it the pleasure of the House
that the motion carry? Carried.

Motion agreed to.
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The Speaker (Hon. Ted Arnott): | again recognize  Is it the pleasure of the House that the motion carry?
the government House leader. Carried.
Hon. Todd Smith: I move adjournment of the House. This House stands adjourned until 10:30 a.m. on
The Speaker (Hon. Ted Arnott): The government  Monday, July 16, 2018.
House leader has moved the adjournment of the House. The House adjourned at 1426.
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