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The House met at 1030.

The Speaker (Hon. Dave Levac): Good morning.
Please join me in prayer.

Prayers.

INTRODUCTION OF VISITORS

Mr. Bill Walker: 1’d like to welcome Maggie Head,
from former Speaker Steve Peters’s office. She’s the gov-
ernment relations manager with the Ontario Association
of Naturopathic Doctors. They have their reception at
noon, and I’d like to welcome all the doctors to Queen’s
Park.

Hon. Jeff Leal: In our galleries today will be repre-
sentatives and members of the Wine Council of Ontario;
they are here at Queen’s Park. Their reception will occur
this afternoon in rooms 228 and 230 from 5 to 7:30 p.m.
It’s an opportunity for all members of the House to sam-
ple Ontario’s very best VQA wines.

Mr. Michael Harris: I’d like to welcome Raza Shah,
of the naturopathic doctors, to Queen’s Park today. Wel-
come to Queen’s Park.

Ms. Teresa J. Armstrong: | am pleased to introduce
Emily Maher. Emily is here on an internship coordinated
through the Clerks’ office. She recently graduated with a
bachelor of arts in political science, with a minor in
women’s studies, from the University of Akron, Ohio.
She will be interning in my office for the next several
weeks. Please join me in welcoming her to my team and
to the Legislature.

Mr. Bob Delaney: On behalf of my colleague from
Eglinton—-Lawrence, | am pleased to make this introduc-
tion: Page Arlyne James’s mother, Sheliagh Flynn James,
and her father, George James, will be in the public
gallery this morning. On behalf of the member and the
assembly, I’d like to welcome them.

Mr. Robert Bailey: 1’d like to introduce, in the west
members’ gallery, Michelle and Rob Hamilton, from the
riding of Lambton—Kent-Middlesex.

Hon. Kevin Daniel Flynn: Along with Maggie Head,
I’d also like to introduce Dr. Elvis Ali, who is the head of
the Ontario Association of Naturopathic Doctors.

As well, we are joined this morning by Steven Muir,
who is the senior staff member in my constituency office.

Ms. Lisa M. Thompson: | am pleased to introduce
Angela Hanlon. She’s a naturopathic doctor and chair of
the North Huron Family Health Team. She’s also on the
board of OAND.

M. Grant Crack: Il me fait grand plaisir de souhaiter
la bienvenue a ma fille, Chloé.

It gives me great pleasure to introduce my daughter,
Chloé, in the east gallery, and her boyfriend, Joel Trot-
tier. Welcome to Queen’s Park.

Ms. Christine Elliott: 1’d like to introduce Mr. Chris
Eaton, who is here today. He’s the father of page captain
Riley Eaton, from the great riding of Whitby—Oshawa.

Ms. Catherine Fife: | hope everyone will join me in
welcoming Dr. Raza Shah this morning. Dr. Shah is a
naturopathic doctor and clinical director at the St. Jacobs
Naturopathic Clinic, just north of Waterloo. Welcome to
Queen’s Park.

Hon. Eric Hoskins: I’d like to introduce four naturo-
pathic doctors from the Ontario Association of Naturo-
pathic Doctors who are here with us today. They are
Michelle Meyer, Barbara Weiss, Lisa Doran and Steph-
anie Scuik. Welcome to Queen’s Park.

M™ France Gélinas: Speaker, we have a very special
guest: Ms. Gerry Rogers. She is a member of the New-
foundland House of Assembly. Her riding is St. John’s
Centre, and she is with us this morning. They are looking
at a select committee on mental health and addictions,
Speaker, something that | know you hold dear. I’'m
pleased to welcome her to Queen’s Park.

Hon. David Zimmer: It gives me great pleasure to
introduce Dr. Bob Bernhardt, who is the president of the
Canadian College of Naturopathic Medicine, which is
located in the lovely riding of Willowdale.

Ms. Christine Elliott: | have another introduction. I’d
like to introduce Dr. Leigh Arseneau, who is also here
with the naturopathic doctors today. Welcome.

Mr. Bas Balkissoon: Mr. Speaker, I’'m pleased to
introduce a former page from my riding—who is in the
gallery—John Gobin, and his grade 10 class from Delphi
Secondary Alternative School. They’re accompanied by
their teacher, Mr. Cosmin Decuseara. | welcome them to
Queen’s Park.

Mr. John Vanthof: On behalf of the MPP from Osh-
awa, I’d like to introduce Amber Bowes, the page captain
for today, and her mother, Katherine Bowes; her father,
Scott Bowes; her sister, Ashley Bowes, who was a
former page; her grandmother, Ilah Dalk; her grandfather,
Dennis Dalk; and family friends Chrisma Hodgens, Alan
Hodgens and Keira Hodgens.

Mr. Toby Barrett: Speaker, we welcome represen-
tatives to the precinct from the Wine Council of Ontario.
All are invited to their reception this evening.

The Speaker (Hon. Dave Levac): In the Speaker’s
gallery today, we have, from the riding of Brant, Dr.
Alfred Hauk, here on lobby day. Doctor, welcome, and
we’re glad you’re here.
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Also, not my brother Joe, but Steve Peters, member
from Elgin—-Middlesex—London in the 37th, 38th and
39th Parliaments, and Speaker in the 39th Parliament.

ERNEST COTE

The Speaker (Hon. Dave Levac): The deputy House
leader on a point of order.

Hon. James J. Bradley: Mr. Speaker, | believe you
will find that we have unanimous consent to pay tribute
to Ernest Co6té, 1913 to 2015, one of the last World War
Il veterans, who passed away recently at the age of 101,
with representatives from each caucus speaking for up to
five minutes, to be followed by a moment of silence.

The Speaker (Hon. Dave Levac): The deputy House
leader is seeking unanimous consent to pay tribute. Do
we agree? Agreed.

Premier.

Hon. Kathleen O. Wynne: Thank you very much,
Mr. Speaker. I’'ll be sharing my time with the Attorney
General.

It’s a great honour to stand in this House to pay tribute
to the life of the great Canadian Ernest Coté.

Monsieur le Président, j’ai I’honneur aujourd’hui de
parler d’un héros, un héros qui a le pouvoir de nous
inspirer en tant que fonctionnaires publics, en tant que
citoyens et en tant que Canadiens.

Ernest Coté captured the hearts of Canadians when he
courageously survived a home invasion last year. But of
course, he will be remembered for much more than that.
Throughout his life, Ernest C6té dedicated himself to his
country and to his fellow Canadians.

Ernest C6té’s life of service for Canada began in the
Second World War, when he joined the Royal 22nd
Regiment as a lieutenant. By 1943, he was a lieutenant
colonel in the 3rd Canadian Infantry Division. In this
role, Coté played a part in planning the logistics for Can-
ada’s D-Day operations on Juno Beach. After serving for
five years in Europe, C6té returned to Canada and retired
from the armed forces.
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In a recent interview, Ernest’s daughter Denyse CO6té
said her father “looked at his career as being a career of
service, | think. He was serving Canada.”

This career of serving Canada continued for COté
when he returned from World War Il. After risking his
life for our country, our values and our people, Coté went
to work in public service. He joined the Department of
External Affairs, where he enjoyed a 30-year career.
Some of his notable accomplishments included serving as
Deputy Solicitor General from 1968 to 1972, represent-
ing Canada at the early meetings of the United Nations
General Assembly and helping to draft the charter of the
World Health Organization.

In the early 1970s, he served as Canada’s ambassador
to Finland until he retired in 1975. But of course
retirement didn’t stop C6té from keeping involved. Coté
travelled to France last summer to mark the anniversary
of D-Day. He was also one of the 50 recipients of a flag

from the Prime Minister on flag day for his tremendous
life of service to Canada.

In his personal life, C6té married the late Madeleine
Frémont. They had four children: Michel Frémont-Coté,
Benoit, Denyse and Lucie. It was his family who were
with him last week when he passed away at the age of
101.

While many of us never met Ernest C6té, we are all
familiar with the sacrifices he made, the meaningful work
he did and the tremendous legacy he leaves behind.

It’s truly an honour today to be able to join all the
parties in this Legislature to pay homage to an individual
who dedicated so much for all of us.

L hon. Madeleine Meilleur: C’est un honneur pour
moi de rendre hommage a M. Ernest C6té, le grand héros
d’Ottawa—Vanier. Précieuses et rares sont les occasions
d’honorer de véritables héros, et Ernest CoOté est la
définition méme du grand héros canadien dans tous les
sens du terme.

Humble et optimiste, M. C6té a, tout au long de sa vie,
donné de sa personne. Il s’est donné a son pays dans
I’armée canadienne, comme mentionné par la premiére
ministre, et comme haut fonctionnaire et diplomate. Il
s’est aussi donné a I’éducation comme gouverneur de
I’Université d’Ottawa, puis comme I’'un des régents de
I’Université de Sudbury. Il s’est donné a sa communauté
comme ardent défenseur du frangais, mais aussi du
bilinguisme. 1l disait que posséder les deux langues
officielles, c’est de devenir quelqu’un de plus complet.

Pour finir, je tiens & partager mes condoléances les
plus profondes a sa famille, qui lui a permis de tant se
donner. Je rends hommage a feu son épouse, Madeleine;
a ses quatre enfants, Michel, Benoit, Denyse et Lucie; et
a ses petits-enfants, Isa, Etienne, Stéphane et Tess. Merci
d’avoir partagé votre héros avec nous.

Ms. Lisa MacLeod: When you are going through
hell, keep going: a simple enough statement but one, once
spoken by British Prime Minister Winston Churchill, that
would become the defiant call to action by Britain and
her allies in the Second World War. The boldness, the
audacity and, frankly, the clarity of those words still echo
around the free world even today as the clarion call for
the brave and the courageous.

Many young Canadian men answered that call between
1939 and 1945. They would become known as Canada’s
greatest generation. They built our country. Because of
them, Canada came of age as a nation.

Ernest Coté was born in Edmonton, a lawyer and a
French Canadian soldier with the famed Montreal-based
Van Doos—was one of them.

After graduating from Laval, Ernest Coté left for
England as a lieutenant with the Royal 22nd Regiment
just months after being admitted to the bar in Alberta.
Eventually he would be in charge of logistics as Canada
prepared for the invasion of Normandy on the beach of
Juno, one of our greatest military accomplishments, one
that still instills national pride in every Canadian.

Mr. C6té went on to become a diplomat with external
affairs and deputy minister with veterans affairs, among
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other government departments. He exemplified what it
meant to be a Canadian public servant; a war hero who
would go on to speak at the United Nations on Canada’s
behalf; a governor at the University of Ottawa and a
regent at the University of Sudbury. He supported the
Canadian Geographic and I’Hépital Montfort. Above all,
he was committed to keeping Canada’s legacy of the
Second World War alive.

And I’'m grateful he did. Let me explain. There are
days when | walk into this chamber, as | know others do,
feeling a bit overwhelmed; | often look to the ceiling. |
think about our founding fathers and I think about those
who sacrificed in our world wars and subsequent wars. |
think of how small | am, and how small we all are, in the
context of those giants. | think of the sacrifices of that
generation to maintain peace, order and good govern-
ance.

It’s not lost on me that we have freedom of assembly,
freedom of expression, freedom of the press, freedom of
speech and freedom of worship. We got that because of
Ernest CO6té’s generation. Those who fought in the
Second World War, it’s important to remember, fought to
either protect or to regain those freedoms.

It’s also not lost on me that when Ernest Coté and his
generation went to fight in the Second World War, this
assembly was nearly homogenous. Forget the names
Lisa, Christine, Andrea, Cheri, Deb or Kathleen. It wasn’t
until the end of the war that there was just one—Agnes.
There weren’t names like Fedeli, Yakabuski, Gretzky,
Singh, Damerla or Naqvi. Ontario’s first female Premier,
and the head of a government in an English-speaking
world who was openly gay, would never have seemed
possible.

But because of that generation, because of men like
Ernest Coté, because of their sacrifices and their valour,
nothing in this country or in this province is impossible
to achieve. Through them, we enjoy unlimited potential
and opportunity. All we have to add is hard work and
sometimes a lucky break.

The same can be said of our friends in the press, who
I’m proud are here today. The Christina Blizzards and the
Martin Regg Cohns of the world are free to write their
opinions, free to speak freely, free to criticize the govern-
ment and, Lord knows, the opposition in recent days,
because they have no fear of retribution, because of the
Ernest Cotés of the world.

Ernest Coté and his fellow soldiers fought against a
vile, oppressive and hateful regime to end and defeat the
Holocaust. Today, Jewish Canadians—any Canadian—
need not fear their government, because people like
Monte Kwinter and Gila Martow prove they can be gov-
ernment. That is the legacy of Ernest Coté.

| say to this assembly—and it is an appeal—that when
a Canadian veteran or a soldier passes, it is up to us to
honour and embrace their legacy, for without them, the
values, the ideals, the comforts that we cherish, yet some-
times take for granted, might not be available.

Some might disagree, but, I respectfully suggest, look
at Ernest COté’s path. Look at those who have followed

him, who still continue to fight against religious and eth-
nic persecution in the world, who have sacrificed to
ensure that little girls get to go to school in Afghanistan
and that their moms get to vote, and who have been
deployed to restore self-government and freedom of the
press, as is happening elsewhere in the world. In that
sense, Ernest Coté’s legacy, at 101 years old, was espe-
cially profound. We, by the virtue of speaking freely in
this assembly today, are part of that legacy.

Ernest Coté died in every Canadian’s second home-
town last week, in the city of Ottawa. A Canadian hero,
he was mourned and is mourned by an entire nation. He
was the last of the D-Day colonels. His service was
marked with distinction. Until the very end, as we all
know, he was gutsy.

Though he was recently in the news for an unjust,
unlawful, and un-Canadian act against him, he shouldn’t
be remembered for that. Instead, he should be remem-
bered for his resolution, for his contributions to Canada
and our sovereign, and, above all, for his bravery.

One of Ernest’s last interviews was the result of that
heinous experience. Perhaps characteristically of him and
his generation, he said, “I was never afraid. | was madder
than a wasp. Wasps ain’t afraid; they’re mad.”

Now, at least 70 years after Churchill’s declaration, the
boldness, the audacity and, frankly, the clarity in Ernest
Coté’s words still echo around this country as the clarion
call for the brave and the courageous.

On behalf of the Ontario Progressive Conservative
caucus, | wish to extend condolences and thanks to
Ernest Coté’s family. | want them to know that we shall
remember him.

To Ernest Coté, | say, rest peacefully and God bless
you.
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The Speaker (Hon. Dave Levac): Further discus-
sion?

Ms. Andrea Horwath: Thank you very much, Speak-
er. I’m going to be sharing my time with the member for
Timmins—James Bay.

I’m very honoured to rise on behalf of New Demo-
crats to pay tribute to Ernest Coté, who passed away last
Thursday at the age of 101. Like so many of Canada’s
veterans, Monsieur COté believed in service, and his
distinguished career will be remembered as one of
service to Canada.

His service to our country began when he joined the
Canadian army in 1939 as a lieutenant and member of the
Royal 22nd Régiment. As a lieutenant colonel, Coté
served as the logistics officer with the 3rd Canadian
Infantry Division, which landed on Juno Beach on June
6, 1944. On D-Day, Canadian Forces faced some of the
stiffest resistance and yet made the furthest advances into
France of any Allied units.

Monsieur Coté believed that “D-Day was the begin-
ning in Europe that denied the forces of Nazism and
fascism from spreading to take away the freedom of all
of us.”
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Following the war, C6té went on to have a distin-
guished 30-year career in the public service. He served in
external affairs, northern affairs and veterans affairs,
among other posts. He participated in the first meetings
of the United Nations General Assembly, where he was
involved in drafting the charter for the World Health
Organization, and he would serve as Canada’s ambas-
sador to Finland.

Despite a very successful career as a top civil servant,
he is remembered by those who met him during those
years for his kindness, for always being friendly and
taking the time to stop and talk with staff. He retired
from public service in 1975, but he continued to serve as
an example. Monsieur CO6té was always a fixture at
Remembrance Day ceremonies and at the Canadian War
Museum.

He believed very strongly that young people must
appreciate the freedoms we enjoy. He believed that they
must not be indifferent. “Young people today must know
that freedom is very often under attack in non-military
ways. Freedom of thought. Freedom of the press. The
challenge to keep these freedoms is a very difficult exer-
cise that young people must accept.”

As a father of four—two girls and two boys—Mon-
sieur COté believed that everyone should be treated
equally, and he ensured that his daughters would enjoy
the same access to higher education as his sons would.
His children remember him as being kind, loving, hum-
ble and private, with a deep love of his country.

All of us in this room and everyone who has the hon-
our to serve the people of Ontario and of Canada would
do well to reflect on the service of Ernest C6té, to remind
ourselves what service to our country really means, to
recommit ourselves to the highest standards of service,
honour and integrity.

We may have lost a great Canadian, but we will
remember him.

M. Gilles Bisson: Comme ma chef et d’autres ont dit,
on reconnait que M. C6té était un individu qui est né ici
au Canada et qui n’avait jamais I’intention, quoi qu’il
allait faire dans sa vie, d’étre aussi important, non
seulement apres la guerre, mais durant la guerre.

Puis je pense que ca a été dit—et, je pense, bien dit,
par ma collegue, M™ MaclLeod—que quand ces
hommes-la sont entrés dans I’armée entre 1939 et 1945,
ils ne sont jamais entrés parce qu’ils voulaient étre, eux-
autres, les héros. lls ne sont jamais entrés parce qu’ils
pensaient que c’était eux-autres qui allaient mettre fin a
la guerre. lls I’ont fait pour une raison : pour étre capable
de servir leur nation.

M. COté, comme le restant du 22° et le restant de
I’armée canadienne qui a fait le temps durant la guerre de
1939 a 1945 a différentes places en Europe, en Afrique et
d’autres, a reconnu aprés la guerre que ce qu’ils ont fait
était si important pour notre démocratie—une nation trés
nouvelle, une nation de peut-étre 70 ans dans le temps et
une nation qui a réalisé que la démocratie est quelque
chose qu’il faut défendre, méme si ¢a veut dire au codt de
la vie. M. COté était une de ces personnes-la qui ont

réalisé jusqu’a quel point ce qu’ils avaient fait durant la
Deuxiéme Guerre mondiale était important.

Je veux dire qu’ici a I’Assemblée Iégislative, la
section ontarienne de I’association parlementaire
francophone de I’Ontario va, le 22 avril de cette année, le
recevoir dans I’Ordre de la Pléiade comme commandant.
C’est I’honneur le plus haut qu’on peut donner comme
assemblée parlementaire francophone et je suis trés
content que cette Assemblée a décidé de faire ¢a avant
que M. C6té ne décede.

Et on dit a la famille de M. Coté : c’était votre pere,
C’était votre grand-pere et quelgu’un qui va vous
manquer grandement, mais sachez qu’il va aussi manquer
a I’Ontario et au Canada, qui vont toujours se rappeler
qui était Ernest Coté.

The Speaker (Hon. Dave Levac): As part of the
unanimous consent, we are all asked to stand for a
moment of silence. Everyone in the House, please rise for
a moment of silence in memory of Ernest Coté.

The House observed a moment’s silence.

The Speaker (Hon. Dave Levac): As is the tradition,
I thank all members for their respectful, heartfelt and
powerful statements. We will collect those in hard copy
and make those available to the family of Ernest Coté.

It is now time for question period.

ORAL QUESTIONS

BY-ELECTION IN SUDBURY

Mr. Jim Wilson: My question is for the Premier. Last
Thursday, we learned that the Sudbury police services
board had contacted the Ontario Civilian Police Commis-
sion to seek guidance.

Premier, we’ve asked the commission for an investi-
gation into the alleged bribery. Shouldn’t you be doing
the same? Shouldn’t you be asking the Ontario Civilian
Police Commission to conduct an investigation into the
actions of Gerry Lougheed Jr.? Premier, why have you
fallen silent on Mr. Lougheed’s inappropriate behaviour
and alleged bribery?

Hon. Kathleen O. Wynne: As | have said many times
in this House, there is an investigation ongoing. It is an
investigation that’s taking place outside of this House. |
would say to the member opposite that the police services
board is responsible for the provision of adequate and
effective police services in their municipalities. Police
services boards are not directed by me or by this House.
So we need to let the police services board take action as
it sees fit. We need to let the investigation unfold outside
this Legislature, which is where it’s appropriate.

The Speaker (Hon. Dave Levac): Supplementary?

Mr. Jim Wilson: Again to the Premier: The Ontario
Civilian Police Commission has said that all police ser-
vices board members have an obligation to respect and
uphold the law. Gerry Lougheed Jr. has not, apparently,
lived up to his obligations as chair of the Sudbury police
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services board—I think all of us can agree with that—so
much so that his colleagues on the board are now
distancing themselves from him. Unlike the Premier, they
don’t want to be dragged down with him when he falls.

Premier, by order in council, you have the power to re-
voke Mr. Lougheed’s appointment. Why won’t you re-
move him from the Sudbury police services board until
the OPP investigations are complete?

Hon. Kathleen O. Wynne: Unlike the member op-
posite, | actually trust the system. | trust the people who
are part of the police services board. | trust the people
who are undertaking the investigation that is taking place
outside of this House.

I would just go back to that initial comment. | think
it’s very important that we trust the people who have
been put in positions and who have responsibilities that
are not directed by the politics of what goes on in this
House. Those investigations are happening outside. The
police services board will make its decision based on its
very good capacity to do so.

The Speaker (Hon. Dave Levac): Final supplement-
ary.

Mr. Jim Wilson: Again to the Premier: Premier, the
commission has said board members should act with the
“highest levels of honesty and integrity.” It should not take
criminal charges or convictions to prove Mr. Lougheed
Jr. fell below that standard; it simply takes listening to
Mr. Olivier’s recordings. So when will you demonstrate
integrity and remove Mr. Lougheed Jr. from the board?

Hon. Kathleen O. Wynne: To the Attorney General.

Hon. Madeleine Meilleur: Merci, monsieur le
Président. Police services boards are responsible for the
provision of adequate and effective police services in
municipalities. Among their duties, police services boards
generally determine objectives and priorities with respect
to police services in their jurisdictions.

So, about the question that was raised by the Leader of
the Opposition, | understand that the Sudbury police
services board has discussed this matter and has con-
tacted the Ontario Civilian Police Commission. They
shared their findings, and the OCPC shared their findings
and comments from the community. The OCPC is au-
thorized, under section 25 of the Police Services Act, to
investigate, inquire into and report on the conduct of a
member of the police service board if requested.

1100

BY-ELECTION IN SUDBURY

Mr. Jim Wilson: Again, to the Premier: Premier, over
and over again you have claimed the investigation into
Gerry Lougheed Jr. and Pat Sorbara was independent and
not taking place in this House, and you said it again
today a couple of times. Yet, when asked about possible
OPP charges against Pat Sorbara, on at least five
occasions now you have said, “We don’t expect it to
happen.”

Premier, why are you trying to influence the OPP
investigation by saying that you don’t think the OPP will
lay charges?

Hon. Kathleen O. Wynne: | will say again that | take
this matter very seriously. The investigation is happening
outside of this House and | have been clear that we need
to let that investigation unfold.

I would say respectfully to the member opposite, the
fact that he stands up and asks question after question
suggests that he would like to investigate the matter in
this House, Mr. Speaker. I think that’s very inappropriate
when he knows full well that the investigation is—

Interjection.

The Speaker (Hon. Dave Levac): Member from
Renfrew, come to order.

Hon. Kathleen O. Wynne: —happening independent
of the Legislature.

The Speaker (Hon. Dave Levac): Supplementary?

Mr. Jim Wilson: Again to the Premier. Premier,
when asked about former deputy education minister, Ben
Levin, you said. “This is a case that is before the courts; |
cannot comment on any of the aspects of the case.” When
asked about the OPP investigation into deleted gas plant
documents, you said, “Unfortunately, | am not able to
comment further.”

Premier, why do you now feel that it is acceptable for
you to comment on this particular OPP investigation into
the bribery scandal?

Hon. Kathleen O. Wynne: It is beyond rich that the
member opposite, and, quite frankly, both parties, want
commentary on every single aspect of this matter. | have
said over and over again that this investigation is happen-
ing outside of this House.

Interjection.

The Speaker (Hon. Dave Levac): Member from Ren-
frew, come to order—second time.

Hon. Kathleen O. Wynne: I’ve been clear. | made a
statement two Fridays ago about my position. | said what
I believed was the case, and | will stand by that. But the
investigation is happening outside of this House, not in
this Legislature during question period.

The Speaker (Hon. Dave Levac): Final supplement-
ary.

Mr. Jim Wilson: Again to the Premier. Premier, as
the chief executive of this province, your words hold a lot
of weight and your actions even more so. It’s unethical
for you to share your thoughts with law enforcement offi-
cials about how you expect their independent investi-
gation to play out. When you said that you didn’t expect
charges against Pat Sorbara, you crossed the line.

So | ask you: Why did you feel it was appropriate to
deviate from your standard “no comment” position and
actually profess an opinion on whether charges will be
laid against your deputy chief of staff? Why is this crim-
inal investigation any different than any of the others?

Hon. Kathleen O. Wynne: Again, the member op-
posite and his colleagues have asked questions over and
over again to which they claim they want answers. | have
done my utmost to say what | believe, to talk about my
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position and to then say—and | will say this repeatedly—
there is an investigation going on. It’s happening outside
of this House. It is not the business of this Legislature to
undertake that investigation. It is happening independent
of this Legislature. I think the member opposite knows
that and yet he continues to ask questions that suggest
that he’s not respecting the fact that this investigation is
happening outside the Legislature.

BY-ELECTION IN SUDBURY

Ms. Andrea Horwath: My question is to the Premier.
The Premier has been asked who gave Pat Sorbara and
Gerry Lougheed their instructions. She won’t answer—

Interjection.

The Speaker (Hon. Dave Levac): Member from
Beaches—East York, come to order.

Ms. Andrea Horwath: The Premier has been asked
for any evidence of her version of the Sudbury bribery
scandal. She doesn’t have any.

It speaks volumes that the Premier keeps ducking
these questions. Does she have anything to back up her
story?

Hon. Kathleen O. Wynne: Again, | have said repeat-
edly that | take this very seriously. | made a statement
two Fridays ago that is in the public realm. I’ve been
very, very clear that | will continue to co-operate fully
with the authorities, as will Pat Sorbara, and that that
investigation is happening outside of this Legislature, not
here in the House.

The Speaker (Hon. Dave Levac): Supplementary?

Ms. Andrea Horwath: The Premier’s newest MPP
was asked what he thought about the Olivier calls from
Sorbara and Lougheed. He said those calls were “a nego-
tiation.” Federal prosecutors say, “It is a crime to nego-
tiate in any way about an appointment to any public
office or government job.”

Gerry Lougheed thought he was negotiating to get
Andrew Olivier out of the way. Pat Sorbara was nego-
tiating. Even the Premier’s candidate called this a nego-
tiation. Whose version is correct, the Premier’s or her
member for Sudbury’s?

Hon. Kathleen O. Wynne: Mr. Speaker, we are not
holding the investigation in this Legislature.

I just want to say again how pleased | am that Glenn
Thibeault is our member for Sudbury. He, like all of us—
when we’re asked a question, we attempt to answer it.
But on this, the fact is that the investigation that both the
interim Leader of the Opposition and the leader of the
third party want so desperately to happen inside this
Legislature actually is happening independent of the
Legislature, outside of this House, where it belongs.

The Speaker (Hon. Dave Levac): Final supplement-
ary.

Ms. Andrea Horwath: Let’s review. The Premier
said that the appointment was a done deal, but Andrew
Olivier told police investigators that Glenn Thibeault was
still holding out hope that he would be nominated. He

told Olivier that he was not looking to take the appoint-
ment.

So | go back to the same question, again to the Pre-
mier: Whose version is correct, the Premier’s version or
the member for Sudbury’s version?

Hon. Kathleen O. Wynne: Again, | think it’s very
important that we put our trust in the authorities to ask
the questions of all of the people they choose to ask ques-
tions of, and to conduct the investigation outside of this
Legislature. 1t’s not for this House to do that. It’s not for
this House to determine what the questions would be and
who would ask them.

We’re going to let the investigation—which is in-
dependent—unfold outside of this House.

BY-ELECTION IN SUDBURY

Ms. Andrea Horwath: My next question is also for
the Premier. Gerry Lougheed says that the Premier didn’t
want to make an appointment because she wanted a
nomination process. When did the Premier decide to
offer Andrew Olivier a position so that the Premier’s
chosen candidate could have an uncontested nomination?

Hon. Kathleen O. Wynne: The leader of the third
party is going to try to come at this many, many different
ways. She knows full well that | made a decision that
Glenn Thibeault was going to be our candidate in Sud-
bury because | truly believed, and | continue to believe,
that Glenn Thibeault is a very strong voice for Sudbury,
and that it’s a very good thing that he’s here sitting in our
Legislature.

He believes that the plan we are implementing—the
plan to invest in people, to invest in their talents and
skills, to invest in infrastructure, to make sure that people
have security in their retirement—is important work, that
that is the work we need to be doing: to have a poverty
reduction strategy; to make sure that we do everything
we can to help people in this province and to build the
province up. That’s why Glenn Thibeault ran for us.
That’s why he’s here, and we’re very, very happy that he
is with us on this side of the House.

The Speaker (Hon. Dave Levac): Supplementary?

Ms. Andrea Horwath: Who told Gerry Lougheed and
who told Pat Sorbara to offer Andrew Olivier a job?

Hon. Kathleen O. Wynne: There is an investigation
happening outside of this House. That’s where it belongs.
I’s independent. The Public Prosecution Service of
Canada has been retained. It is an independent process,
and we are going to let that process unfold outside of the
Legislature.

The Speaker (Hon. Dave Levac): Final supplement-
ary.

Ms. Andrea Horwath: Speaker, apparently Gerry
Lougheed did not know there would be no nomination.
Pat Sorbara apparently did not know there would be no
nomination. Andrew Olivier apparently did not know
there would be no nomination. So who did the Premier
tell, other than her soul, that there would be no nomin-
ation?



2 MARS 2015

ASSEMBLEE LEGISLATIVE DE L’ONTARIO 2477

Hon. Kathleen O. Wynne: Once again, I’ve made it
clear that | had made a decision that Glenn Thibeault was
going to be our candidate in Sudbury. He’s a fine, fine
voice for the people of Sudbury, and we’re very glad to
have him here.

Interjection.

The Speaker (Hon. Dave Levac): Member from
Lanark, come to order.

Hon. Kathleen O. Wynne: The investigation that is
taking place is taking place outside of this House. What-
ever the leader of the third party desires, it’s taking place
outside of this House.

1110

BY-ELECTION IN SUDBURY

Mr. Steve Clark: My question is to the Premier.
Premier, you’ve said, “I will fully co-operate with the
authorities.” You’ve said you will continue to work with
the authorities. Working and co-operating with the au-
thorities shouldn’t include publicly stating your expected
outcome of the case. | thought you always said it was not
appropriate to comment on open cases. Premier, aside
from your public statements, have you and your lawyers
talked to the OPP regarding the alleged bribery case?

Hon. Kathleen O. Wynne: Mr. Speaker, | was very,
very upfront and open. Two Fridays ago, | made a state-
ment about my position. | said that the investigation was
going to take place, it would take place outside of the
Legislature and that we would co-operate with all of the
authorities. That remains my position.

But did | have a position? Absolutely. My position
was that Glenn Thibeault would be the best candidate for
the Liberals in Sudbury.

I think the people of Sudbury have spoken. They made
a decision. We’re very happy to have Glenn Thibeault
with us here at Queen’s Park.

The Speaker (Hon. Dave Levac): Supplementary?

Mr. Steve Clark: Back to the Premier: Premier, you
have said that the duties of the deputy chief of staff in
your office are separate from the ongoing investigation. |
would say that the investigation is actually in your office,
because both you and Ms. Sorbara have been asked to sit
down with OPP investigators. Premier, have either of
those interviews taken place, and did they take place at
Queen’s Park?

Hon. Kathleen O. Wynne: I’ve been very clear that |
and my staff will co-operate fully with the authorities.
That is what we will continue to do, Mr. Speaker.

BY-ELECTION IN SUDBURY

Mr. Gilles Bisson: My question is to the Premier. The
Premier has insisted for some weeks now that she decid-
ed last November to appoint her candidate for the Sud-
bury by-election. For weeks now, New Democrats have
asked over and over for evidence to back up her claim.

Now, section 11.8 of the Ontario Liberal Party consti-
tution says that the Liberal leader can appoint a candidate

over any objection. But it goes on to say, “The leader
shall communicate his or her intention to make such ap-
pointment as soon as possible, and in writing, to the
nomination commissioner and to the president of the con-
stituency association.”

Can the Premier provide this House with a copy of the
letter she sent to both the nomination commissioner of
her party and the president of the Sudbury riding associ-
ation?

Hon. Kathleen O. Wynne: As | have said, there is an
investigation that is going on outside of this House. The
member for Timmins—James Bay is not—

Interjections.

The Speaker (Hon. Dave Levac): Order.

Premier.

Hon. Kathleen O. Wynne: The member for Timmins—
James Bay, to the best of my knowledge, is not part of
that investigative process. It is independent of this House,
and it will take place outside of this Legislature.

The Speaker (Hon. Dave Levac): Supplementary?

Mr. Gilles Bisson: The public has a right to the evi-
dence, as this assembly does. My question is—Bill
Nurmi, the head of the local riding association, told the
Sudbury Star that it wasn’t until Monday, December 15,
that he learned the Liberal plan to appoint your choice
candidate. So, clearly, he had not received a letter from
you until sometime after December 15.

When did the Premier send Bill Nurmi, then president
of the Sudbury riding association, a letter advising him of
your decision to appoint your hand-picked candidate?

Hon. Kathleen O. Wynne: Deputy Premier.

Hon. Deborah Matthews: | think this may be the first
time that the Liberal Party constitution has formed the
foundation of a question from the NDP. We, in the Lib-
eral Party, have annual general meetings where we de-
bate constitutional changes. The members of the Ontario
Liberal Party have decided that the leader ought to have
the power to appoint, unlike in the NDP.

I think the experience in Scarborough-Guildwood dem-
onstrated that sometimes the right thing to do for every-
one is to be clear about who you want your candidate to
be, to appoint that candidate, rather than go through a
sham process, as existed in Scarborough—-Guildwood.

CURRICULUM

Ms. Soo Wong: My question is for the Minister of
Education. As a former public health nurse, and as a pub-
lic school trustee in the city of Toronto, | know the im-
portance of delivering an evidence-based health and
physical education curriculum.

Minister, last week you released an updated health and
physical education curriculum. The one reason for
developing this new curriculum is to keep our children
healthy and safe. It is the most consulted piece of cur-
riculum in Ontario history, yet there are some who con-
tinue to make false claims about the curriculum and what
it entails. Last week, the Conservative member from
Renfrew-Nipissing—Pembroke, Ms. Gallant, brought the
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debate to a new low. She stated in the House of Com-
mons that the new curriculum was grooming children for
exploitation and was written with intent to harm children.

Mr. Speaker, through you to the minister: Can you
please explain to the House how the updated health and
physical education curriculum will keep our children
healthy and safe?

Hon. Liz Sandals: I’d like to thank the member from
Scarborough-Agincourt for the question.

First off, the statements made by Cheryl Gallant, the
Conservative Ontario MP, are false and misleading, and
should be condemned by every member of this House.
The health and phys-ed curriculum is dangerously out of
date and needed to be updated. It is the most consulted
piece of curriculum in Ontario history.

The federal Conservatives’ irresponsible comments
should be especially condemned by the official oppos-
ition, who are in complete disarray over their position on
Ontario’s updated curriculum. As | said last week, the PC
education critic says one thing, and we have all three
leadership candidates saying the opposite thing.

The Speaker (Hon. Dave Levac): Supplementary?

Ms. Soo Wong: Thank you, Minister, for the response.
As a former public health nurse in the former city of
Toronto, I’ve seen first-hand the importance of delivering
a current and relevant health and physical education cur-
riculum. Having taught the course, called Changing Me,
for a number of years, | heard many diverse sexuality
questions from children as young as grade 3.

There has been a lot of misinformation out there about
the new, revised health and physical education curricu-
lum. Again, Ms. Gallant, MP, said, “If withdrawal of this
Liberal policy can prevent one child from being groomed
for exploitation, it really must be withdrawn.”

Mr. Speaker, through you to the minister: Can she
please explain to the House how the updated curriculum
is one of the most consulted curriculums in the history of
Ontario education?

Hon. Liz Sandals: I’d like to thank the member for
her advocacy on behalf of students who need accurate,
up-to-date information.

This is the most consulted curriculum in Ontario his-
tory. Consultations involved parents, teachers, medical
and health professionals, and students themselves. We
consulted with parents in every corner of the province.
Approximately 4,000 parents were given an opportunity
to provide their input. A parent in every elementary
school across Ontario and from all four publicly funded
school boards was provided with an opportunity to
provide input.

Our government’s top priority is the health and safety
of our children, and we heard from parents, teachers,
students and organizations that there is a need for an
updated curriculum which provides accurate information.
Parents understand this, and it’s why Cheryl Gallant’s
statements—statements that, frankly, | think are disgust-
ing—

The Speaker (Hon. Dave Levac): Thank you.

Hon. Liz Sandals: —should be condemned by—

The Speaker (Hon. Dave Levac): Thank you. New
question.

BY-ELECTION IN SUDBURY

Mr. John Yakabuski: My question is for the Premier.
Premier, last week we learned that Gerry Lougheed has
raised over $100,000—

Interjections.

The Speaker (Hon. Dave Levac): Order. Stop the
clock.

Interjection.

The Speaker (Hon. Dave Levac): I’m doing it. Come
to order.

Member, continue.

Mr. John Yakabuski: Gerry Lougheed has raised
over $100,000 for Justin Trudeau and your federal cous-
ins. Now, since this Sudbury bribery scandal broke, the
federal Liberals have cut him loose, but they’re keeping
the money. It is clear that Liberals will take money no
matter who raises it.

Premier, will you tell us how much money Gerry
Lougheed has raised for the provincial Liberals, and if
you have any intent of returning any of that ill-gotten
gain?

Hon. Kathleen O. Wynne: Mr. Speaker, hope sprang
eternal. | thought that the member for Renfrew—Nipis-
sing—Pembroke was going to stand up and distance him-
self from the comments of his federal riding-mate. He
just sprang up out of his seat, and | thought that’s what
was going to happen—which would have been a laudable
thing for him to do, because the comments of his federal
counterpart were truly beneath the dignity of a member
of the House of Commons.

1120

Again, | will say that the matter that the member is
referencing is part of an investigation that’s happening
outside of this House. We’re going to let that investi-
gation unfold.

The Speaker (Hon. Dave Levac): Supplementary?

Mr. John Yakabuski: Premier, perhaps you are so
adamantly defending Gerry Lougheed because he’s worth
more to you driving the bus than being put under it.

Premier, if you refuse to give numbers about how
much Gerry Lougheed has poured into your party coffers,
perhaps you can answer this: Don’t your actions of
defending a Liberal bagman under criminal investigation
clearly show that your party and you, as a leader, are
willing to put their own economic self-interests ahead of
the people of Ontario and, in fact, the rule of law?

Interjections.

The Speaker (Hon. Dave Levac): Be seated, please.
Thank you.

Premier?

Hon. Kathleen O. Wynne: Thank you to the member
opposite for the question. He knows that if he wants to
get information about money that is raised, that infor-
mation is disclosed publicly, as it is for all of the parties.
He can look at that information largely because of—
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Interjections.

The Speaker (Hon. Dave Levac): Order.

Hon. Kathleen O. Wynne: —we brought in about
transparency and the disclosure of information. As far
as—

Interjection.

The Speaker (Hon. Dave Levac): Order. The mem-
ber from Renfrew—Nipissing—Pembroke, second time.

Hon. Kathleen O. Wynne: Just to close, Mr. Speaker,
I will say there is an investigation going on. We will co-
operate with the authorities. 1t’s happening outside of this
House.

BY-ELECTION IN SUDBURY

Mr. Jagmeet Singh: My question is to the Premier. In
2013, Paul Godfrey, a well-known PC and provincially
appointed chair of the OLG, had different ideas on the
future of the Ontario gaming industry than Premier
Wynne. So, on May 16, 2013, the Premier decided to get
rid of him and sign an order in council that effectively
unappointed Paul Godfrey two years before his contract
ended. But Gerry Lougheed Jr., a long-time Liberal and
subject of police investigations, is still a provincially
appointed member of the Sudbury police board.

Will the Premier stop protecting her friends and sign
an order in council to take Gerry Lougheed off the
Sudbury police services board?

Hon. Kathleen O. Wynne: Just for a brief moment, |
thought maybe the question was going in a different
direction and it was going to be a question about some-
thing else, Mr. Speaker.

However, | will say again that the police services
boards in this province are responsible in their munici-
palities for the provision of adequate and effective police
services. They operate in their municipalities and they
operate very well. | have a lot of faith in the police ser-
vices boards in the province—as | have faith in the au-
thorities that are undertaking the investigation outside of
this Legislature.

The Speaker (Hon. Dave Levac): Supplementary?

Mr. Jagmeet Singh: Gerry Lougheed is facing not
one, but two police investigations for offering Andrew
Olivier a job on behalf of the Premier, to get the nomin-
ated candidate out of the way, yet he is still on the Sud-
bury police services board.

We all know the Premier has the power to remove
him. She’s done so in the past. Will the Premier do the
right thing and remove Gerry Lougheed from the Sud-
bury police services board?

Hon. Kathleen O. Wynne: Attorney General.

Hon. Madeleine Meilleur: Speaker, I understand that
the Sudbury police services board addressed this issue
recently and voted for Monsieur Lougheed to retain his
position. Also, I understand that the Sudbury police ser-
vices board has discussed this matter and has contacted
the Ontario Civilian Police Commission. They shared
their findings and comments from the community mem-

bers, and the OCPC is proceeding. So let’s let this pro-
cess unfold.

AEROSPACE INDUSTRY

Mrs. Kathryn McGarry: My question is to the
Minister of Economic Development, Employment and
Infrastructure. My constituents in Cambridge and North
Dumfries are well aware of the vital role of Ontario’s
aerospace sector and what it does to our larger economy.
Indeed, many of us are employed in these highly skilled
jobs. In fact, chances are that if you’re taking off or land-
ing in a plane in Ontario, at least part of that plane’s
landing gear was manufactured in my community of
Cambridge.

I’m proud to be a part of a government that’s making
targeted, strategic investments that are strengthening key
Ontario industries, like investments in our aerospace
industry. Last week, the minister and | were in Cam-
bridge, making an announcement in partnership with
Héroux-Devtek, an emerging aerospace manufacturer
with new, state-of-the-art facilities in Cambridge. Would
the minister please inform the House about our govern-
ment’s partnership with Héroux-Devtek?

Hon. Brad Duguid: | want to commend the member
not just for her question but for the great job she did at
that announcement. She really has done a fantastic job in
that community.

The news we were able to announce was great news
for Cambridge and great news for Ontario’s aerospace
sector. Héroux-Devtek will be investing $54 million in a
brand new, state-of-the-art aerospace landing-gear facil-
ity right in Cambridge. That is 40 new jobs, 50 existing
jobs that are going to be supported directly by that,
helping to strengthen the 250 core people.

This is what Gilles Labbé, CEO of Héroux-Devtek,
had to say when asked, “Why Cambridge?” Because of
(1) the most talented workforce anywhere in North
America and (2), the strong partnership with the province
of Ontario that helped us beat out Quebec and helped us
beat out potential American locations. We won this con-
tract working as a team, and we’re really proud—

The Speaker (Hon. Dave Levac): Thank you. Sup-
plementary?

Mrs. Kathryn McGarry: I’d like to thank the minis-
ter for not only his response but for coming to Cambridge
to announce this important project in my community. |
truly enjoyed my time and tour at Héroux-Devtek last
week.

This announcement is part of the larger positive eco-
nomic trend in my region. To remind the House, the
Cambridge-Kitchener-Waterloo region’s unemployment
rate is 5.7%, well below the national average of 6.6%. In
the past year, we have seen the unemployment rate in my
region decrease by 0.9%. We’ve also seen 2,800 new
jobs come to the Cambridge-Kitchener-Waterloo region
in the past year alone. I’'m encouraged that Héroux-
Devtek is part of Cambridge’s economic momentum.
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Would the minister please update the House on the
status of the aerospace industry in Ontario?

Hon. Brad Duguid: | am very pleased to do that,
because the aerospace sector really is one of the fastest-
growing sectors anywhere in North America. Ontario
really has become very competitive globally when it
comes to aerospace. The Ontario-Montreal aerospace
corridor has become very globally significant.

In fact, our aerospace industry revenues were $5.3
billion in 2013. That’s an impact on our GDP of $3 bil-
lion. That’s very significant. It employs close to 17,000
Ontarians, and it’s a great exporter. It exports 80% of its
finished products. Ontario is home to 14 of the top 25
global aerospace companies.

Something that really excites me, too, is that we’re
investing in our talent. We’ve just recently partnered with
Centennial College, where we’re putting forward a great
partnership that’s producing even better state-of-the-art,
competitive, next-generation workers, something we’re
very proud of.

BY-ELECTION IN SUDBURY

Mr. Norm Miller: My question is to the Premier.
Premier, last week you chose to deflect question after
question on your involvement in offering jobs to get your
own candidate to step aside in the Sudbury by-election.

You keep saying your office has been exonerated, but
that’s not what the Chief Electoral Officer said. He said,
“l am of the opinion that the actions of Gerry Lougheed
Jr. and Patricia Sorbara amount to apparent contraven-
tions of subsection 96.1(e) of the Election Act....”

Why do you keep insisting your office has been
exonerated when the trial hasn’t started yet?

Hon. Kathleen O. Wynne: The member opposite is
not reflecting what I have said. What | said, and I’ve said
it repeatedly, is that Elections Ontario determined that the
allegations against me and the member for Sudbury were
baseless. I’ve said that over and over again.

Then I went on to quote from the Chief Electoral Offi-
cer, who said clearly, “I am neither deciding to prosecute
a matter nor determining anyone’s guilt or innocence.
Those decisions are respectively for prosecutors and
judges.” That is what the Chief Electoral Officer has said.

The Chief Electoral Officer has now passed on the
process to the next phase. We need to let that investi-
gation unfold outside of this House.

The Speaker (Hon. Dave Levac): Supplementary?
1130

Mr. Norm Miller: Again to the Premier: Now the
police are examining these apparent contraventions to the
Election Act, but you seem to be trying to influence their
investigation. It would be naive to suggest your com-
ments in the media have no effect on the investigation.
Why won’t you simply let the Ontario Provincial Police
conduct their investigation, free of interference?

Hon. Kathleen O. Wynne: That’s exactly what I’ve
been saying over and over again. We want the authorities
to do their investigation outside of this Legislature.

Quite frankly, were | to answer in this House every
question, in detail, that had been posed to me by the
opposition parties, then that would be inappropriate.
That’s why I’ve said that the investigation is happening
outside of this House. We need to let the authorities do
their work.

LIBERAL PARTY STAFF

Ms. Catherine Fife: My question is to the Premier.
We all know Rob Ford’s former chief of staff has experi-
ence slashing budgets and cutting services, but he also
knows a thing or two about politicians under police
investigation.

Did the Premier hire the new director of the Liberal
Party for his experience cutting budgets and slashing
services, or his experience with Project Traveller and
Project Brazen 2?

Hon. Kathleen O. Wynne: | don’t see the way in
which that is a question of government policy. But let me
just say | also think that it is really beneath the dignity of
members in this House to cast aspersions on staff mem-
bers who are simply trying to do their work.

The staff member that the member opposite is refer-
encing has worked with the Liberal Party for many, many
years. He’s a man who | respect very much, and he has
experience that will benefit the Liberal Party of Ontario.
We’re very glad to have Earl Provost on board.

The Speaker (Hon. Dave Levac): Supplementary?

Ms. Catherine Fife: Rob Ford cut transit, he cut
libraries, he cut environmental programs, he cut parks
and he cut social services—oh, and the police were in-
vestigating him too. Earl Provost helped steer the mayor
through all of that.

Did the Premier hire Rob Ford’s chief of staff to help
her slash services in Ontario or to help her with the four
OPP anti-rackets investigations into the Liberal
government of Ontario?

Hon. Kathleen O. Wynne: The member opposite
knows full well that her party ran on a platform that
would have cut $600 million more than was any part of
our fiscal plan.

Again, | say to the member opposite that in the same
way the member opposite and her party determine who
their staff are going to be—whether it’s Jonah Schein or
Paul Ferreira, people who have been past candidates—we
determine on this side when we think there are people
who really share our values system and who understand
the organization of the party. We believe Earl Provost is
going to be a very strong asset to the party.

ELDER ABUSE

Ms. Eleanor McMahon: Ma question s’adresse au
ministre délégué aux Affaires des personnes Aagées.
Minister, Ontario is home to almost two million people
over the age of 65, and by 2036, that number is projected
to more than double. In my riding of Burlington, nearly
one in five citizens is a senior, and issues related to their
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safety and well-being are ones of common interest and
concern.

As the number of seniors in our society grows, the
number of seniors reporting incidents of abuse is also at
risk of increasing. In fact, research has found that between
4% and 10% of seniors may experience some form of
abuse from someone in a position of authority or trust at
some point in their later years.

Mr. Speaker, I’d like to commend the minister for his
continued work in fighting for the safety and dignity of
older adults in our province. Would the minister please
inform this Legislature of the steps our government is
taking in order to ensure that seniors in our province are
safe and protected?

L’hon. Mario Sergio: Merci beaucoup pour une tres
bonne question, parfaite pour aujourd’hui.

Interjection.

Hon. Mario Sergio: Oui, certainement.

Speaker, I’m very proud indeed that we were the first
government in Canada to introduce a strategy to combat
elder abuse, establishing a zero-tolerance policy as well.
Since 2003, we invested more than $9 million in elder
abuse prevention and awareness programs.

| have to say as well that as the result of the 2010
retirement homes authority, retirement homes are now
required to take a number of unprecedented steps to
protect our seniors. They must, among many other things,
obtain a licence and post the seniors’ bill of rights.

Elder abuse is not acceptable, it’s not condoned, it’s
not tolerated and it must stop—

The Speaker (Hon. Dave Levac): Thank you.

Hon. Mario Sergio: —our government and it’s our
goal—

The Speaker (Hon.
Supplementary?

Ms. Eleanor McMahon: I’d like to thank the minister
for his response. It’s great to hear how committed our
government is to supporting our growing seniors’ popu-
lation, especially when it comes to their safety. That is
why I’'m pleased to hear of all the initiatives our govern-
ment is taking towards ensuring the safety and well-being
of my senior constituents.

In a recent visit to my riding, the minister had the
opportunity to visit our dynamic seniors’ centre and meet
with seniors in our community in addition to those work-
ing to ensure their well-being. Last year, | was pleased to
host a round table on seniors’ issues that included care-
givers and members of our law enforcement community.

One of the great initiatives that’s being developed and
is in fact now developed is the OPP’s province-wide sen-
iors’ Crime Stoppers initiative, an interactive and bilin-
gual DVD for presentations to seniors on topics such as
fraud, elder abuse and neglect. This is now utilized by
local Crime Stoppers programs across our province.

Minister, could you please expand on the ways in
which we are continuing to safeguard Ontario seniors?

Hon. Mario Sergio: Merci pour votre question. In-
deed, the member is very passionate speaking on behalf
of our seniors.

Dave Levac): Thank vyou.

We are working tirelessly and passionately to create a
secure and supportive environment for seniors. We know
that it is only through education, training, collaboration
and coordination of services that we will make this goal a
reality.

Our elder abuse strategy has three particular parts:
coordination of community services, training of front-line
staff and workers, and public education to raise
awareness.

Our own Ontario Provincial Police has a mandatory
training program on elder abuse for some 50 to 100 of its
forces. We also provide some $50,000 to the National
Initiative for the Care of the Elderly to gather more data.

Let me say that we, as a government in Ontario, care
for our seniors and strive to provide the best living en-
vironment—

The Speaker (Hon. Dave Levac): Thank you. New
question.

BY-ELECTION IN SUDBURY

Mr. Randy Pettapiece: My question is for the Pre-
mier. | have received a number of phone calls and emails
from my constituents who are fed up with your govern-
ment scandals. They are outraged by your government’s
actions during the Sudbury by-election and have asked
that you and your party be held accountable for what
happened.

Premier, how do you expect any of us to trust you
when you’ve made it clear that no one will be held
accountable for what happened in Sudbury?

Hon. Kathleen O. Wynne: As | have said repeatedly,
there is an investigation going on. The authorities are
doing what they need to do to complete an investigation.
In fact, that’s a process that | hope the member opposite
would point his constituents to, to make sure they
understand that there is an investigation going on, that
it’s not happening in this House, but it’s happening with
people who actually have the responsibility for that work.

The Speaker (Hon. Dave Levac): Supplementary?

Mr. Randy Pettapiece: Yes, | do point that out to my
constituents. | tell them there are four investigations
going on, not just one.

This government is now under its fourth OPP investi-
gation. There is no excuse for that, though they’ve cer-
tainly tried every one in the book. It’s time for the Pre-
mier to stop putting political gain ahead of doing what’s
right.

Premier, will you take the first step in rebuilding the
trust you’ve lost and demand that those who are respon-
sible for this mess step down from their public duties?

Hon. Kathleen O. Wynne: I’ve been clear that we
will co-operate with the authorities. The investigation is
taking place outside of this House. | made a public state-
ment two Fridays ago. | made it clear that Pat Sorbara, if
there are charges, will step aside. The police services
board is an independent body and the authorities are
undertaking an investigation outside of this Legislature.
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BY-ELECTION IN SUDBURY

Mr. Wayne Gates: My question is to the Premier.
Just in from the TSN TradeCentre: Premier, in light of
the all the draft picks being traded in the NHL today, can
you confirm that Andrew Olivier was given one job offer
and future considerations in exchange for the Liberal
nomination in Sudbury?
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Hon. Kathleen O. Wynne: It was at least an inter-
esting preamble.

Again, | have said repeatedly that there’s an investi-
gation happening. It’s happening outside of this House,
not in the Legislature. We’re going to let the authorities
do their work, Mr. Speaker.

The Speaker (Hon. Dave Levac): Supplementary.

Mr. Wayne Gates: Premier, when was the decision
made to offer a job to Andrew Olivier?

Hon. Kathleen O. Wynne: Mr. Speaker, there is an
investigation happening. It’s happening outside of this
House. | have been clear that we will work with the au-
thorities. 1 made a statement two Fridays ago. We’re
going to let that investigation unfold.

YOUTH EMPLOYMENT

Ms. Daiene Vernile: My question is to the President
of the Treasury Board.

Minister, youth unemployment has been a challenge in
our province over the past few years, and | know this is
an issue that concerns the constituents in my riding of
Kitchener Centre. | thank you very much for visiting my
riding last Friday, where you spent many hours listening
to stakeholders who shared their concerns with you.

Making sure that graduates and young professionals
have the tools that they need to succeed is very import-
ant. It ensures a strong workforce and a strong economy.

| recall last year that the Ontario public service was
chosen as one of Canada’s Top Employers for Young
People, and that’s for the second year in a row. We know
that the OPS has a strong record of supporting the pro-
fessional development of young Ontarians.

Mr. Speaker, can the minister please explain to this
House the ways in which the OPS has made youth em-
ployment a priority?

Hon. Deborah Matthews: Thank you to the member
from Kitchener Centre for the question and also for host-
ing me at a very interesting day of meeting with stake-
holders on Friday.

The Ontario public service does indeed have a strong
record in providing employment programs to students,
recent graduates, at-risk youth and internationally trained
young professionals across the province. Ontario’s em-
ployment programs for youth and new professionals pro-
mote the OPS as an employer of first choice and help to
revitalize the aging workforce.

In 2013-14, the OPS provided close to 6,000 paid em-
ployment experiences for youth and new professionals,
including 5,200 positions for summer students in minis-

tries and community agencies. These initiatives demon-
strate our commitment to youth employment and training
the next generation for important responsibilities in gov-
ernment.

The Speaker (Hon. Dave Levac): Supplementary.

Ms. Daiene Vernile: Thanks to the minister for her
answer.

I did hear a comment from the other side of the House
about where the meetings took place. Three of our meet-
ings that day were in Kitchener Centre, for the record.

I know that families in my riding and across the prov-
ince, for that matter, do appreciate the opportunities be-
ing made available to young people by the Ontario public
service. We’ve all heard time and again about the chal-
lenges that young people face while they’re looking for a
good summer job, and then after graduation what it’s like
trying to find meaningful employment, so I’'m pleased to
hear that the OPS offers so many opportunities for young
people to develop their professional skills and to build
their resumés.

Minister, can you please give this House and my con-
stituents in Kitchener Centre more insights on the em-
ployment programs that the Ontario public service offers
to young people?

Hon. Deborah Matthews: | welcome the opportunity
to speak about some of these programs, and I’m sure
members on all sides of the House will want to know
about this to support their constituents.

The Ontario Internship Program hires recent graduates
into occupational areas in which current and future skill
shortages have been identified.

Newcomers to Canada have an opportunity to gain
Canadian work experience through the paid OPS intern-
ship program for internationally trained individuals and
the OPS internship program for internationally trained
engineers.

The OPS learn and work program continues to provide
work experience for up to 140 at-risk youth per year in
priority communities across Ontario. Through that pro-
gram, high school students are able to earn credits toward
their diploma.

For young people across the province, employment
experience programs help ensure they develop the skills
they need to lead to successful careers.

BY-ELECTION IN SUDBURY

Ms. Lisa M. Thompson: My question is for the Pre-
mier.

Premier, your deputy chief of staff, Pat Sorbara, used
the following quote in her online biography: “Never re-
treat, never explain, never apologize—get the thing done
and let them howl.”

Unfortunately, she’s taken that a step too far in the
Sudbury by-election. In fact, it reflects her lack of
political ethics. Now she’s under OPP investigation for
bribery.

Premier, will you continue to let Pat Sorbara never
explain, never apologize and continue to retreat instead
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of demanding her to step down during this criminal in-
vestigation?

Hon. Kathleen O. Wynne: | know the member op-
posite understands that that quote is from Nellie Mc-
Clung, who, quite frankly, is a role model for all women
who have worked to get into positions of influence that
have traditionally been positions held by men. | think that
we can all respect the heritage of someone like Nellie
McClung. She worked so hard and she didn’t back down.
She fought for her place in the politics of this country and
this province. | have a great respect for the work that
Nellie McClung did.

Pat Sorbara is a woman who understands that the his-
tory of our democracy includes not respecting the pos-
ition of women, and that’s something we need to fight for
and continue to fight for.

Interjections.

The Speaker (Hon. Dave Levac): Be seated, please. |
would ask some members to have their dialogues while
question-and-answer period is going on—ijust to carry it
somewhere else.

Supplementary?

Ms. Lisa M. Thompson: Back to the Premier: I
always respect the role of women in politics at every
level, but what | can’t respect is the legacy that Pat Sor-
bara is casting upon your entire government. In fact, |
find Sorbara’s online bravado absolutely outrageous be-
cause she’s just taking it too far.

Currently, your sorry government is under OPP in-
vestigation, as we know, for four separate incidents. You
definitely have made history, Premier, sadly, as one of
the most criminally investigated governments in Ontario.
There’s really only one way to go from here. Redeem
yourself. Take the high road. Walk the path that Nellie
McClung has developed and led on. Integrity is long
overdue from your leadership.

Will you be a Premier and tell Sorbara to resign
today?

Hon. Kathleen O. Wynne: | will continue to work in
the best interests of the people of this province. The work
that we’re doing, Mr. Speaker, whether it’s the job
opportunities that are being provided for young people—
our Minister of Children and Youth Services commented
that her very first summer job was a government of
Ontario job. That’s extremely important work. There are
young people today who are thinking about what they are
going to do in the summer, and those summer jobs will
start to inform their career paths and their lives going for-
ward. That’s extremely important work. Those invest-
ments are critical.

In fact, we’re developing new programs. The youth
employment fund that we put in place has helped 30,000
young people to find placement in a job. That has, in
80% of the cases, led to a permanent job. That work is
critical. That’s why we’re in government, Mr. Speaker.
That’s the plan that we’re implementing, and | hope the
member opposite can work with us on those very—

The Speaker (Hon. Dave Levac): Thank you.

New question.

BY-ELECTION IN SUDBURY

Mr. Gilles Bisson: My question is to the Premier.
Earlier, New Democrats asked you the question: When
did you send the letter as per your constitution both to
your nomination commissioner and to Bill Nurmi, the
president of the riding association? It’s clear from the
public record that the riding association president didn’t
find out—

Interjection.

The Speaker (Hon. Dave Levac): The member from
Oxford will come to order.

Mr. Gilles Bisson: —about the appointment until
after December 15. | ask you again, when did you send
the—

Interjection.

The Speaker (Hon. Dave Levac): Deputy House
leader, third time.

Mr. Gilles Bisson: —letter to the nomination com-
missioner or to the president of the riding association that
you would be not following a nomination process?

Hon. Kathleen O. Wynne: My colleagues and |
welcome the member opposite to come and join our party
and be part of our AGM and vote on our policies;
likewise, if he’d like to bring the NDP constitution,
because we’d be happy to give them some advice on
running real nominations as opposed to sham
nominations.

The fact is there is an investigation going on about a
specific situation in Sudbury. We’re going to let that
investigation unfold. We’re not going to do that in this
House. It’s an independent process. We’re going to leave
it as an independent process.
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The Speaker (Hon. Dave Levac): Supplementary?

Mr. Gilles Bisson: Again to the Premier: You refuse
to answer the question. The question is a very simple one.
According to your constitution, the leader of the party
has to send a letter at some time to both the riding associ-
ation president and the nomination commissioner of the
Liberal Party.

I ask you again: When did you send that letter and
when will you make it public?

Hon. Kathleen O. Wynne: My colleagues are talking
about Adam Giambrone and what kind of letters he got,
and the candidate who was there. | don’t have the
answers to those questions.

But what I know is that there is an investigation going
on into the matter in Sudbury. That investigation is in-
dependent. It’s happening outside of this House. We will
co-operate with the authorities, but we need to let that
investigation happen outside of this House.

GREAT LAKES PROTECTION

Mr. Bob Delaney: I thought I would try something a
little different here. My question is to the Minister of the
Environment and Climate Change.
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Speaker, it’s hard to think of the province of Ontario
without our Great Lakes. We use them for drinking
water. We use them for food. We use them for electricity,
for transportation, for recreation. In fact, including my
home city of Mississauga and, of course, our sister city of
Brampton, some 80% of Ontarians get their drinking
water from the Great Lakes.

Everyone has got memories of being out on the Great
Lakes, enjoying sailing in the summer, fishing all-
round—and they’re not the only ones. The Great Lakes
are a commercial entity as well. Our Great Lakes fisheries
are worth some $200 million annually. As a whole,
Ontario’s Great Lakes basin contains 40% of Canada’s
economic activity.

Now, Minister, studies have been showing that popu-
lation growth, chemicals, invasive species and so on are
changing the Great Lakes. Would the minister please
inform the House on the actions that our government has
taken to protect the Great Lakes?

Hon. Glen R. Murray: This is one of the matters that
Ontarians actually do care about and want to hear
questions about in this House.

I was just talking with my friend from Mississauga—
Streetsville and my friend from Ottawa—Orléans, because
we’re getting a lot of letters from young kids about
microbeads, about invasive species, pharmaceuticals.
Ontarians are very concerned about the future of one of
our most visible and important resources and really want
the government to act and | think want the opposition to
hold the government accountable for acting on this,
which is why we have presented this very, very important
piece of legislation that will enable communities, First
Nations, farmers, businesses, environmental and labour
groups to come together to protect our Great Lakes and
to establish plans that can be implemented locally.

The Speaker (Hon. Dave Levac): Supplementary?

Mr. Bob Delaney: Well, Minister, you make a good
point on how important the Great Lakes are to our eco-
system, to our economy and to our well-being as Ontar-
ians. Protecting those Great Lakes and the St. Lawrence
River basin is going to enhance the quality of life for all
Ontario families and, more importantly, ensure a dynam-
ic, green economy for future generations.

Now, Minister, this is the third time Ontario has intro-
duced a proposed Great Lakes Protection Act in this
Legislature. All members on all sides will recognize the
importance of strong action to support the Great Lakes,
which keep our economy competitive, and they’re so
important to each and every one of us.

This House, all of us, would like to know how the pro-
posed Great Lakes act has been strengthened from pre-
vious versions. Minister, would you please talk to the
House about how the proposed Great Lakes Protection
Act will keep our Great Lakes strong and vibrant now
and for future generations?

Hon. Glen R. Murray: This bill has been around for
a long time; one could call it the Jurassic Park of legis-
lation. | know the member for Mississauga—Streetsville

knows the Great Lakes have been around for more than
6,000 years.

It’s always important when you’re talking about the
Great Lakes and pollution that we actually understand the
importance of science in these particular kinds of things
because the government actually has over 221 projects in
local communities, in all parties’ constituencies, that are
leading in best practices in cleaning up our lakes and
creating economic opportunities from them.

We have committed to $50 million a year, and | hope
all members of the Legislature will vote for this bill once
this bill moves forward. The guardians’ steward council
will then have access to funds, as will all members. |
would encourage every member to talk to your local
communities to take advantage of this government initia-
tive, because that’s where the best solutions come from.

BY-ELECTION IN SUDBURY

Mr. Steve Clark: My question is back to the Premier.
Premier, earlier in question period today, | asked you two
very simple questions. You talked about participating and
co-operating with the authorities. |1 would like to know,
and | think Ontarians would like to know, have you or
your lawyers met with the OPP? When did you meet with
them, and did you meet with them here at Queen’s Park?

Hon. Kathleen O. Wynne: | think what is important
is that the people of Ontario know that there is an in-
vestigation going on, that it’s happening outside of this
House and that | and my staff will co-operate fully with
the authorities. | think that’s very, very important. | have
said that over and over again. | said it publicly in my
statement two Fridays ago, and | will continue to say it in
this House in answer to questions. There is an investi-
gation going on. It is not happening in this House. | will,
and my staff will, co-operate fully with the authorities.
We need to let that investigation unfold.

The Speaker (Hon. Dave Levac): Supplementary?

Mr. Steve Clark: Well, Premier, again, | was at your
press conference a couple of Fridays ago. Clearly, you
inserted yourself into the investigation with your com-
ments. It’s a very simple question, Premier: Have you
met with the OPP—yes or no? Did you meet with them
here—yes or no? It’s a simple question. Answer the
question.

Hon. Kathleen O. Wynne: What’s interesting, Mr.
Speaker, is that on the one hand, the member opposite
seems to think that it was inappropriate for me to make a
statement publicly, and, on the other hand, the member
opposite wants me to answer more questions and he
wants me to answer questions of detail about the investi-
gation. I’m not going to do that.

The fact is, there is an investigation going on. We will
co-operate fully with the authorities. That investigation is
not happening in question period. It’s not happening in
this Legislature. It’s happening outside the House, and
we will let it unfold as it should.
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CORRECTION OF RECORD

Hon. Madeleine Meilleur: In my answer to the leader
of the official opposition, | said the OCPC shared their
findings and comments. It’s the Sudbury police services
board that shared their comments. | want to correct my
record.

The Speaker (Hon. Dave Levac): Thank you. That’s
a point of order. People are allowed to correct their rec-
ord.

CORRECTION OF RECORD

Mr. Jagmeet Singh: In my question, | mentioned the
nominated candidate. | meant to say the previously nom-
inated candidate, Andrew Olivier.

The Speaker (Hon. Dave Levac): Thank you.

There are no deferred votes. This House stands re-
cessed until 1 p.m.

The House recessed from 1157 to 1300.

ESTIMATES

Hon. James J. Bradley: Mr. Speaker, | have a mes-
sage from the Honourable Elizabeth Dowdeswell, the
Lieutenant Governor of Ontario, signed by her own hand.

The Speaker (Hon. Dave Levac): The Lieutenant
Governor transmits estimates of certain sums required for
the service of the province for the year ending March 31,
2015, and recommends them to the Legislative Assem-
bly. Toronto, February 27, 2015.

INTRODUCTION OF VISITORS

Mr. Peter Tabuns: Speaker, I’m pleased to welcome
Steve McHugh, Bert Pavese, Dave Elines, Bob Lapchuk,
lan Pearson, Ken Houghton, John Beechey, Alfred
Mungra, Gerry lIreland, Kevin Murty, Ken McLean,
Robin Saini and Mark Garcia. These are all Steelworkers
on strike at Crown Holdings. Mr. Elines and Mr. Pavese
found little Elijah Marsh when they and all the strikers
joined the search over a week ago. Welcome to Queen’s
Park.

MEMBERS’ STATEMENTS

SCHNEIDERS

Mr. Michael Harris: Speaker, | stand to recognize
the enduring legacy left by the dedicated employees who,
after 90 years of providing high-quality cold cuts from
Kitchener’s Courtland Avenue, have marked the end of
an era. | speak, of course, of Kitchener’s landmark
Schneiders meat plant, an icon as recognizable as the
smiling Dutch girl’s face that looks out toward the 401
near Guelph.

When the last pack of baloney rolled off the line
Thursday, it marked the final chapter of a century-long

success story born in the kitchen of John Metz
Schneider’s home. After building a door-to-door
reputation for high-quality meats, J.M. Schneider opened
the Courtland Avenue plant in 1925 to become one of
Kitchener-Waterloo’s biggest and best employers.

More than just a famous brand, the Schneiders meat
plant was a way of life where loyalty and hard work were
rewarded with good-paying, secure jobs. Workers and
employers were a tight-knit family that worked and
played and grew together. While the Dutch girl continues
to smile, there are tears as we recognize all that has been
lost with the Schneiders closure: the teams, the picnics,
the up to 1,800 employees heading to work in the plant
daily to produce a first-class product enjoyed right across
Canada for close to a century.

The memories and legacy do remain, Speaker—a
legacy not only preserved at the Waterloo Region
Museum, but also in the hearts of those who worked at
the Courtland Avenue plant with both honour and pride
over the last 90 years.

To all those in the extended Schneiders family, we
thank them.

CURRICULUM

Mr. Jagmeet Singh: Mr. Speaker, | stand today once
again to voice the concerns of my constituents around the
health curriculum in our schools. When it comes to
proper consultation, it’s clear the Liberal government has
not learned from previous mistakes. The lack of inclusive
consultation before announcing the curriculum was
disrespectful to parents in my constituency and a mistake
on the Liberal government’s part.

Now that the details of the curriculum have been re-
leased, the government has an obligation to continue the
consultation process, not to end it. Ontario is a diverse
province, and we must respect the diversity of beliefs
when it comes to educating our children. Many people
agree that health education is important, but my constitu-
ents have sought clarification about the age appropriate-
ness of some materials. My constituents deserve to have
their voices heard, and the government has a responsibil-
ity to address their concerns.

I’ve raised this issue four times now with the govern-
ment. There need to be ongoing consultations where
clarification can be sought and answers provided. | urge
the government to sit down with parents and allow an
open dialogue before implementing changes to the cur-
riculum in September.

COMMUNITY SAFETY

Mr. Arthur Potts: On Saturday morning at 3 a.m., a
tragic shooting took place in my riding of Beaches—East
York. The investigation is ongoing, but we do know that
two young men were killed at the McDonalds on the
Danforth, just east of Coxwell, and that, according to the
lawyer for the shooter, the guard involved was licensed
to carry the firearm.
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I extend my condolences to the families of the de-
ceased, and | acknowledge the trauma endured by the
workers and patrons who witnessed this violent episode.

This shooting is an aberration in a community that is
safe and vibrant.

Speaker, | often go to that McDonalds for my morning
coffee as | head to the constituency office. My first cam-
paign event was there the day the writ was dropped for
last June’s election. My partner Lisa’s business is only a
few minutes away, and her employees are regular patrons.

We have great BIAs in the neighbourhood, such as the
Danforth Mosaic, the Danforth Village association and
the Danforth East Community Association. They build
up the Danforth and help create a family-friendly, vibrant
destination for local residents and visitors.

Fantastic new eateries in the area, such as East of York,
Melanie’s Bistro and Local 1794—these are cropping up
along the east Danforth.

In a few short months, East Lynn Park Farmers’ Mar-
ket will be offering delicious fresh produce, cheeses and,
of course, VQA wines.

Mr. Speaker, what happened on Saturday morning was
tragic but is not a reflection of our great community.

I am proud to represent a safe and flourishing part of
Toronto and to support the scores of people who are
working to keep it that way.

I ask you all to come to our community and visit the
great shops, bars and restaurants that make the Danforth
one of the most attractive places in Toronto to live and to

play.

MUNICIPALITIES

Mr. Randy Pettapiece: Speaker, last week | was
pleased to attend the ROMA/OGRA annual conference.
The conference showed what we’ve always known: that
small and rural municipalities are outstanding advocates
for the people they serve.

That’s certainly true of the municipalities that | repre-
sent. They effectively presented our concerns in meetings
| attended with the Minister of Municipal Affairs, the
Associate Minister of Health and Long-Term Care, the
parliamentary assistant to the Minister of Finance, and
the interim leader of the official opposition.

I would like to thank our municipal leaders for asking
me to attend these meetings. | appreciated the opportun-
ity to support them, and | will be following up this week
with letters to the ministers we met with.

Their concerns were wide-ranging and included: cuts
to infrastructure programs; municipal reporting require-
ments; the need to reduce red tape; property taxes; and
long-term care in our area.

Over and over, municipalities have said the govern-
ment is not giving them a fair shake on infrastructure
funding. Small and rural municipalities, especially those
that are responsible and well run, are bearing the brunt of
mismanagement at the provincial level. It shows up in
this government’s cancellation of Connecting Links. It
shows up in an OMPF formula that penalizes too many

municipalities. It’s no wonder that we in Perth-Welling-
ton are feeling squeezed at every turn.

I urge the government to reflect on the feedback it
received at ROMA. | urge them to act on the recommen-
dations we heard.

LABOUR DISPUTE

Mr. Peter Tabuns: The workers at Crown Holdings
have been on strike for 20 months. They’ve been on the
picket line in the bitter cold through last winter and
through this winter.

Crown is one of the largest beverage can makers in the
world, and this plant is a highly profitable, highly pro-
ductive plant. Yet, Crown took a bargaining position of
rolling back contract conditions and permanently ensur-
ing that all new hires would be paid at a much lower rate
than the existing workers. Crown wants to make sure that
younger workers would permanently have a lower stan-
dard of living. Speaker, Crown wants to break these
workers. Crown wants to end the kind of society where
working people can live lives of decency and respect.

The Premier, for her part, stands aside and has ignored
1,200 letters from the workers and their supporters—no
response at all.

Speaker, these workers deserve our support. They
deserve support from the Premier. Crown may want to
break these workers. The Premier may want to ignore
them. They will not be ignored, and they will not be
broken. It is up to all of us to support them, to support
their boycott of Crown products and to support their call
for provincial action.

COMMUNITY PANCAKE BREAKFAST
DEJEUNER COMMUNAUTAIRE

Mrs. Marie-France Lalonde: This past Family Day,
I was proud to host my first annual Family Day pancake
breakfast.

Continuing on the tradition of my predecessor, this
community event was an opportunity for the residents of
Ottawa—Orléans to come together and discuss issues im-
portant to them as | prepared to return to Queen’s Park
following a busy winter break.
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Residents were also asked to bring a food donation to
the Orléans-Cumberland Community Resource Centre.
Held at the Community Pentecostal Church, the event was
a resounding success. Over 100 persons braved the
minus-25 temperatures early on Family Day morning to
attend this worthwhile event.

It was a good opportunity for me to engage in frank
and open dialogue about what matters most for my con-
stituents. It was truly heartwarming to hear the feedback
that they are happy with the work that our government is
doing to make Orléans the best place to live, work and
raise your family.
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J’aimerais remercier Allan Foget, de Sobeys, pour la
nourriture et Giséle Proulx, de la Ferme Proulx, pour
I’excellent sirop d’érable. Un merci trés sincére aux
nombreux  bénévoles,  particulierement  Nathalie
Montpetit—who shared her grandmother’s pancake
recipes with us—et a tous ceux qui ont participé a faire
de cet événement un grand succes.

Thank you all. Merci.

PROVINCIAL CURLING CHAMPIONSHIP

Ms. Lisa M. Thompson: This week, the Walkerton
Golf and Curling Club will host the 2015 Best Western’s
Intermediate Men’s and Women’s Provincial Curling
Championship. | know that the Brier is on this week as
well, but ladies and gentlemen, at home people will be
very much interested in what’s going on in Walkerton.

There will be 64 athletes—eight women’s teams and
eight men’s teams—from across the province. This
championship marks the club’s 90th anniversary, and
organizers are hoping the public will come and help
celebrate the milestone in their recently renovated club.

Volunteers have been hard at work for months
preparing their club and community for this provincial-
level match to ensure that curlers and spectators have a
wonderful experience.

I will be attending the opening ceremony on Wednes-
day and, being a curling enthusiast myself, I’ll be volun-
teering and watching, with great interest, the games as
they proceed over the coming days. Throughout the tour-
nament, the Walkerton curling club will be highlighting
the healthy sport of curling in our rural area and show-
casing Bruce county’s Saugeen Country, with all its
unique activities and sights.

Two teams from my riding of Huron-Bruce who are
competing in this championship area are: From the
Walkerton area, the ladies’ team, consisting of Sara
Almas, Tracey Schaus, Tracy Cassidy and Brenda
Schumacher, will be a team to look out for. The men’s
team, from Paisley, consisting of Al Hutchinson, Steve
Gregg, Andy McCullough and Bruce Cox, will also put
up some challenging matches.

To everyone coming to Walkerton this weekend, |
wish them good curling.

RAPID TRANSIT

Ms. Daiene Vernile: 1’d like to share with you news
of a monumental project now under way in my riding of
Kitchener Centre and Waterloo region. The main con-
struction of the light rail transit system, the LRT, begins
this month. The ION, as it’s called, will connect the cities
of Kitchener, Waterloo and Cambridge with a rapid
electric transportation system, consisting of 22 stations
along a 36-kilometre transit corridor. This is the single
largest public works project in the history of my region,
and | am proud that my government is supporting it. Like
many people, I’m looking forward to seeing fast, effi-
cient trains moving along our main street corridor.

Mr. Speaker, what we now face is several months of
construction pain for long-term gain. Adopting this
forward-thinking transportation project was challenging.
There were opponents, but in the end, our regional coun-
cil, keeping an eye on the future, embraced this ambitious
plan. We know that ION will be a game-changer for our
region. A state-of-the-art rapid transit system is going to
attract people and businesses. It will spur growth and
prosperity and it will also help protect our agricultural
land and reduce greenhouse gas emissions.

As the snow melts and construction crews move in, |
encourage the people of Kitchener Centre to show pa-
tience. | look forward to that very first train ride along
the King Street corridor in 2017 as we unveil a new
chapter in my community’s history.

BLACK HISTORY MONTH

Ms. Harinder Malhi: Today | ride in the House to
speak on Black History Month. Every February, Ontar-
ians mark Black History Month to recognize the contri-
butions that citizens of African and Caribbean heritage
have made to our province and to our country. Mr.
Speaker, this year’s theme for Black History Month is
“Year of Sport.”

To echo that sentiment, | would like to recognize
several prominent black athletes of the past and the
present. Mr. Speaker, Willie O’Ree was often referred to
as the Jackie Robinson of ice hockey due to breaking the
black colour barrier in the sport. He was the first black
man to play in the national hockey league. Mr. O’Ree
was 95% blind in his right eye after being hit there by an
errant puck. He hid his injury—an injury that would
normally have led to retirement for most players.

Willie was able to persevere through hard work and
determination. Two years later, he made his NHL debut
with the Boston Bruins on January 18, 1958. He is an
inspiration, not only for the black community, but for all
visible