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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY
OF ONTARIO

Wednesday 10 December 2014

ASSEMBLEE LEGISLATIVE
DE L’'ONTARIO

Mercredi 10 décembre 2014

The House recessed from 1800 to 1845.

ORDERS OF THE DAY

SECURITY FOR COURTS, ELECTRICITY
GENERATING FACILITIES
AND NUCLEAR FACILITIES ACT, 2014

LOI DE 2014 SUR
LA SECURITE DES TRIBUNAUX,
DES CENTRALES ELECTRIQUES
ET DES INSTALLATIONS NUCLEAIRES

Resuming the debate adjourned on December 10,
2014, on the motion for third reading of the following
bill:

Bill 35, An Act to repeal the Public Works Protection
Act, amend the Police Services Act with respect to court
security and enact the Security for Electricity Generating
Facilities and Nuclear Facilities Act, 2014 / Projet de loi
35, Loi abrogeant la Loi sur la protection des ouvrages
publics, modifiant la Loi sur les services policiers en ce
qui concerne la sécurité des tribunaux et édictant la Loi
de 2014 sur la sécurité des centrales électriques et des
installations nucléaires.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Ted Arnott): When we
last debated Bill 35, the member for Windsor—Tecumseh
had the floor—

Interjection.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Ted Arnott): Sorry;
Windsor West. | apologize.

Mr. Percy Hatfield: No, it was Windsor West.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Ted Arnott): Got it. Sorry.
I’ve just been corrected. | apologize. The member for
Windsor West had the floor, and now I’ll call for further
debate.

Mr. Gilles Bisson: | rise not with great pleasure in
this particular debate, because | think, if you really look
at where this government has come from for the last little
while since they’ve got back to their majority govern-
ment, the government has time-allocated absolutely every
piece of legislation through this House. That is, quite
frankly, not, | think, in keeping with what has to happen
in this place.

Let me just put it this way: The government House
leader came to the opposition House leaders and said that
he wanted to make an agreement with members of the
opposition to be able to move the agenda through the
House that was important to members of this assembly.

And—I’m just going to wait here, because it looks like
you’re going to do a ruling on something here. Is there
something going on that I’m missing?

Interjection.

Mr. Gilles Bisson: Okay. All right. Thank you very
much.

The government House leader came to the opposition
House leaders and said, “I want to be able to find a way
so that we can get our agenda through the House.” The
government—and this is a time-allocated debate, so I’'m
speaking to the issue overall—said that they had four
bills that they wanted to be able to put through the
House. Of those four bills that they were going to put
through the House, we said to them—the Conservative
House leader and myself as the New Democratic House
leader—that we need to be able to look at trying to find a
way to allow the government to get their way at the end
of the day, because we understand as the opposition that
the government has the right and the government has a
responsibility to be able to get its agenda through the
House. But the opposition also has the right and respon-
sibility to scrutinize what the government puts forward.
So we said, “Let us go away and let us talk to our people
about what could look like a possible agreement to allow
the government to get these four bills forward.”

We came back, and the Conservatives—under the
Conservative House leader and the Conservative whip,
who were at these meetings—said, “We’re fine with that.
We’re prepared to give you those bills, but we want some
time in committee to be able to have the public have their
say,” as did we New Democrats.

The government then changed the game—the govern-
ment House leader—and said, “Well, it’s no longer four
bills. We have five.” Then, when we got on to talking
about five bills, he said, “It’s no longer five. We’re at six.”
Then he said, “It’s no longer six. We’re talking seven.”

So what are you to draw from the conclusion of where
the government was coming from? The government
never intended to try to make this House work in the way
it should. The government decided on what it wanted at
the beginning, and whatever it is, at the end of the day,
that they wanted, they were going to get it by way of time
allocation.

I will only say this in this debate tonight: That’s not
the way that this place should actually work. That’s not
the way that this—

Interjections.

Mr. Gilles Bisson: There is really great parliamentary
debate going on from the benches on the other side.

That’s not the way that this place is actually supposed
to function. When the government House leader comes to
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the opposition and says, “I’m prepared to listen to you
about how we’re able to get my agenda through the
House and what is needed to make a deal,” the opposition
has a responsibility, which we took, to be able to find a
way forward. We offered the government a way forward.
I accept that the government didn’t like that particular
offer, the counter-offer that the opposition put forward,
but that’s a starting position, as is the starting position
from the government.

So where do we end up at the end of all of this? The
government essentially decides that it’s going to time-
allocate absolutely everything through the House, and
was never serious about talking to the opposition about
how they can move their agenda forward.

You have to draw a couple of conclusions. The first
conclusion is: Was the government actually sincere in its
outreach to the opposition to be able to deal with these
particular bills?

1850

Ms. Catherine Fife: No.

Mr. Gilles Bisson: | have to conclude, as the member
from Kitchener—

Ms. Catherine Fife: Waterloo.

Mr. Gilles Bisson: —Kitchener—Waterloo says, “No.”
At the end of the day, the government decided on a strat-
egy before they came to meet with the House leaders for
the first time. They decided, “We’re going to get what we
want through this House the way we want because we’re
the government. We’re a majority and we have the God-
inherent right to do what we want.” They essentially
knew they were going to do time allocation from the
beginning.

Ms. Catherine Fife: It’s bargaining in bad faith.

Mr. Gilles Bisson: The member from Kitchener—
Waterloo is absolutely right: This is bargaining in bad
faith. If | was to do that at the bargaining table as an
employer or as a union at the bargaining table, I would be
found in contravention of the Ontario Labour Relations
Act.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Ted Arnott): | would ask
the member to bring his comments back to Bill 35—if he
would tie his comments back to Bill 35.

Mr. Gilles Bisson: Mr. Speaker, | will say to you that
this is all about Bill 35 and about the process that this bill
has seen coming through the House. This is a time-
allocated debate, and I’'m speaking to the process by
which we get to where we are now, which is perfectly
within my right.

The second point | will make is this: The first point
was that the government never intended to move forward
with a way to bring the opposition into a discussion about
how they move the agenda forward. Both the Conserv-
ative House leader and the Conservative whip, the NDP
whip and the NDP House leader—myself—said, “We
accept that you’re the government. You won the election.
The people of Ontario have spoken. You have not only
the right; you have an obligation to be able to govern.”
We understand that. But so do we as the opposition have
the right to hold this government to account. What this

government seems to forget is, they just don’t have an
unfettered right to do what they want. There should be a
process respected that allows the opposition to have its
say. We wouldn’t have stopped their legislation, but we
would have allowed transparency.

The second point is: If we’re not here to serve the
public of Ontario, what are we here to do? Committee is
not about me, Speaker. Committee is not about the House
leader of the Conservative Party. It’s not about the whip
of the Conservative Party or the whip of the NDP. Com-
mittee is about giving the public the right to have its say.
What we, as an opposition, were saying was: Allow the
public to have its say.

The public are participating in elections less and less
every day. Why? Because they have lost confidence in
politicians and their ability to hold their promises and to
do the things that are right for the public. If we, as a
Legislature, servants of the people, are not able to respect
that in the end the public has an ability and a right to
have their say on bills through the committee process,
then what is this all about?

I think the only people who really have been dealt out
of this are—not the opposition because we get less time
to debate. Listen, | get time to debate on all kinds of
things in the House, along with my caucus and along
with the Conservative caucus. It’s not an issue of how
much time | get. That’s not the important issue here. It’s
not how much time 1’m going to get in committee to wax
eloquent on whatever is going on when it comes to
amendments. That’s not really the issue. The issue is the
public. The public has a right to appear before commit-
tees to be able to say to a government, “You’re right.
You’re wrong. Here’s where | want to praise. This is
where | want to criticize. Here is what I’d like to have
changed.” The government didn’t allow the public to
have their say. If the public is not participating in our
elections, this is part of the reason why.

The last point | will make is this, because | know the
whip for the—

Mr. John Vanthof: No, you can keep going.

Mr. Gilles Bisson: No, I think the whip wants to say a
few words.

The last point | will make is this: This is really a
failure, this whole agenda this fall—being able to move
through the House the agenda of the government is really
a failure on the part of the government to manage.

The government started this process in saying that
they wanted four bills. Did they know they wanted eight
in the end? | think it was a moving target. | think that’s
fair to say.

In the end, the Premier’s office, or, as we call it, the
corner office over there—her and her staff—failed to
give direction to their House leader about what it is that
they wanted, and it didn’t allow the House leader to do
his job. I think it’s a failure on the part of the ability of
the Liberals to manage that we found ourselves in time
allocation this fall and we find ourselves in debate here
tonight. I’m going to hear some very interesting—

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Ted Arnott): A point of
order, the member from Mississauga—Streetsville.
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Mr. Bob Delaney: Speaker, | think it’s important to
allow the member to express an opinion that he feels very
strongly on. The government was not interrupting him on
it until he got to the point of imputing a motive that is
certainly contrary to standing order 23(h). I don’t mind if
he wants to stray a little bit, but I think he needs to avoid
violating that particular standing order.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Ted Arnott): | don’t find
that the member for Timmins—James Bay is in contraven-
tion of standing order 23, but | would ask him again that
it would be helpful if he would bring his comments back
to Bill 35 and make sure that his remarks are relevant to
the debate on Bill 35.

The member for Timmins—James Bay.

Mr. Gilles Bisson: I’ll only say again that this is a
time-allocated debate. The motion and the bill are con-
nected. So I’m speaking to the process, and | believe that
at the end of the day, | have the right to speak to what is
going on.

My point was that the government has the right to
manage and the government has the right to get its agen-
da through the House. Nobody argues that. The parlia-
mentary principle in this place is: Government governs;
they have the ability to get their stuff through the House.
Nobody argues that. But in the end, it’s a failure on the
part of the government to—

Mr. Grant Crack: Point of order.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Ted Arnott): Point of
order, the member for Glengarry—Prescott—Russell.

Ms. Catherine Fife: Sit down, Crack.

Mr. Grant Crack: Speaker, the member from Kitch-
ener—Waterloo just told me to sit down, so I’m just going
to ask the Speaker: Do | have the privilege to be able to
stand in this House?

Interjection.

Mr. Grant Crack: Thank you very much, Speaker.

We’re dealing with Bill 35, which is the Security for
Courts, Electricity Generating Facilities and Nuclear Fa-
cilities Act third reading debate. | haven’t heard mention
from the member from Timmins—James Bay of anything
related to the bill at this point. I believe you’ve ruled on it
twice, and | would suspect—I think his time should be
up.
The Acting Speaker (Mr. Ted Arnott): Actually, |
didn’t rule on it. I asked him to bring his remarks back to
Bill 35, which he has done each time I’ve asked him.
Obviously, there’s a sensitivity in the House, and | would
ask the member again to ensure that his comments are
relevant to Bill 35.

I recognize the member. He’s got the floor.

Mr. Gilles Bisson: | want to say, “Bill 35, time allo-
cation,” five times. I’ve said it now, so I’m to the point.
But the fact that the government can’t listen to six min-
utes of debate—because that’s all we’ve got left on the
clock—about the process that they’ve put this House
through says volumes. It’s the arrogance of this govern-
ment to not allow the parliamentary process to function.

We need to understand, members, that Parliament has
been developed over a period of centuries in order to have

a check and balance against the right of the crown—or in
this case, cabinet—and the right of the opposition to be
able to do their jobs. The fact that the government is not
prepared to listen to six minutes of debate on the process
says to me volumes about where they’re at.

I was about to end, but I’ve got five minutes, so I’'m
going to take it. I’'m just going to say this: It’s a sad—

Mr. John Yakabuski: Could you say something nice
about the Conservatives while you’re up there?

Mr. Gilles Bisson: No, not today, Mr. Yakabuski. Not
today. I will not say anything good about—

Interjection.

Mr. Gilles Bisson: No, no.

My point is this: | just—

Mr. John Yakabuski: Just one thing?

Mr. Gilles Bisson: | like you, Yak. You’re a good
guy.

Interjection: That’s good.

Mr. Gilles Bisson: I’ll stop at that point.

My point is this: This Legislature is not about the gov-
ernment being able to do just what it wants; this Legis-
lature is not about the opposition being able to hold the
government hostage to anything; this Legislature is
about—

Mr. Arthur Potts: Mr. Speaker, a point of order.

Interjections.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Ted Arnott): | have to
recognize the member for Beaches—East York. He’s got a
point of order.

Mr. Arthur Potts: I’m sorry. My apologies. No, real-
ly, this is a debate about Bill 35, and not about time allo-
cation and what this government wants to do with time
allocation. It’s about Bill 35, Mr. Speaker, and the mem-
ber knows. He’s disrespecting you, he’s disrespecting—

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Ted Arnott): No, he’s not
disrespecting me.

The member for Timmins—James Bay has the floor.

Mr. Gilles Bisson: | just want to finish, in the four
minutes and 19 seconds I’ve got left. If the government is
not prepared to listen to criticism from the opposition
about the process, then | think we’re in deep trouble.

This Legislature is about the people of Ontario. I'm
not standing on a high horse when | say that, because |
listen to my good friend the member from St. Catharines,
who has been here much longer than I, who has given
these speeches in this Legislature before.

We are here to do the bidding of the people of Ontario,
and we need to respect them in this process. The point
that I’'m making as the NDP House leader, and the point
that | think the Conservative House leader made, is that,
yes, at times we will be critical of what the government is
doing, and of course you’re going to be very much
praising what you do as a government. But in the end, the
legislative process is that there needs to be an opportunity
for the public to have its say, and what the government
has done by way of this process is to deal the public out.
1900

I only hope, as we move forward into the new session,
when we get back here in February, that the government
will reflect on what’s happened here this fall. We have
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not had an opportunity to deal the public in. | just be-
lieve, as a member and as a citizen of this province, that
we need to respect the people who sent us here. The
public has to have the right to have their say.

So I say in regard to Bill 35, Speaker, that the govern-
ment has put forward a bill to which some of the meas-
ures, | think, some of us could support. | think there are
some things within Bill 35 that the government—

Interjection.

Mr. Gilles Bisson: I’'m being constantly heckled by
the member behind me—

Mr. Steve Clark: You’re being heckled by your own
member.

Mr. Gilles Bisson: Which is really funny, actually.
But I’m just saying that there are points to this bill that
are points that | think are real debate about what rights
the government should have and the police should have
when it comes to court security, and what are the rights
that—

Mr. Arthur Potts: Then you should debate those
points.

Mr. Gilles Bisson: They just don’t get it.

Mr. Arthur Potts: Twenty minutes of procedural
nonsense.

Mr. Gilles Bisson: The really sad part is—and non-
sense is what I’m hearing from the other side.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Ted Arnott): The member
for Beaches—East York will come to order.

The member for Timmins—James Bay has two minutes
left in his remarks. | recognize the member for Timmins—
James Bay.

Mr. Gilles Bisson: My Lord. They wanted night sit-
tings, and they can’t even take eight minutes. It’s really—
it’s bizarre. It’s like Twilight Zone kind of stuff. The
government moved the motion to sit at night for us to be
able to deal with this bill, and they can’t deal with 16
minutes of debate that they’re uncomfortable with. Well,
I’m sorry. That’s what democracy is all about. It’s about
you being held to account. At the end of the day, you
have to listen to what the opposition says and decide if
you’re going this way or the other way. The member for
Beaches—East York can continue doing the things that
he’s doing, but he’s not doing a disservice to anybody
but, I think, the people of this province.

| accept, as an opposition member, that the govern-
ment has a right to govern. | only ask that the govern-
ment accept that the opposition has a right to keep the
government accountable. That’s what this Legislature is
all about. The government gets their bills, but we get to
be able to hold them to scrutiny. In the end, the public
has a say in that whole process, and the only place by
which they can do that is within the committee structure
of this Legislature.

I think it is a really sad day in this province when the
government backbenchers—and | say backbenchers, be-
cause the members of cabinet kind of understand what’s
going on tonight, because they’ve been around here a
while. They understand that, quite frankly, that’s what
this place is all about. If we allow ourselves, as a Legis-
lature, not to respect the public, I think it is, quite frankly,
a sad state of democracy within the province of Ontario.

I would just ask the government, at 20-some-odd
seconds that I’ve got left and that they’re heckling, that
they should reflect on what happened here this fall. Go
and have a merry Christmas, and | wish you all a great
holiday season. Think about how this Legislature can—

Interjections.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Ted Arnott): Member for
Timmins—James Bay, I’ll give you a few extra seconds.

Mr. Gilles Bisson: Speaker, thank you.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Ted Arnott): Further
debate on Bill 35?

Pursuant to the order of the House of December 3,
2014, 1 am now required to put the question.

Mr. Flynn has moved third reading of Bill 35, An Act
to repeal the Public Works Protection Act, amend the
Police Services Act with respect to court security and
enact the Security for Electricity Generating Facilities
and Nuclear Facilities Act, 2014. Is it the pleasure of the
House that the motion carry?

All those in favour of the motion will please say
“aye.”

All those opposed will please say “nay.”

In my opinion, the ayes have it.

Call in the members. This will be a five-minute bell—
unless | receive a deferral notice from the chief govern-
ment whip.

I am pleased to inform the House that | have received
a deferral notice from the chief government whip. This
will be deferred until tomorrow during the time of
deferred votes.

Third reading vote deferred.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Ted Arnott): Orders of the
day. | recognize the Minister of Citizenship, Immigration
and International Trade.

Hon. Michael Chan: | move adjournment of the
House.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Ted Arnott): Is it the
pleasure of the House that the motion carry? Carried—

Mr. John Yakabuski: On division.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Ted Arnott): —on div-
ision.

This House stands adjourned until tomorrow morning
at9am.

The House adjourned at 1905.
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