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ASSEMBLEE LEGISLATIVE
DE L’ONTARIO
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The first day of the fourth session of the 37th
Parliament of the province of Ontario commenced at
1600 pursuant to a proclamation of the Honourable
James K. Bartleman, Lieutenant Governor of the
province.

His Honour the Lieutenant Governor was pleased to
open the session by reading the speech from the throne.

SPEECH FROM THE THRONE
DISCOURS DU TRONE

Hon James K. Bartleman (Lieutenant Governor):
Mr. Speaker, members of the Legislative Assembly,
invited guests, fellow citizens.

In the past few weeks, Ontario has faced an outbreak
of SARS. This global disease has created a significant
health care crisis.

While remaining vigilant, your government places its
faith in the extraordinary courage and professionalism of
Ontario’s nurses, doctors, paramedics, medical re-
searchers, lab technicians, scientists and other front-line
heroes. To them, and to the families who stood by
through long days and sleepless nights, all Ontarians owe
a tremendous debt of gratitude. These men and women
are turning the tide in Ontario’s battle against SARS, and
proving to the world that Ontario is a safe place to live in
and visit.

To the families who have lost loved ones to this
disease, we extend our deepest condolences.

To continue healing the damage caused by SARS,
your government has pledged to help hospitals deal with
SARS-related backlogs, compensate workers and protect
and promote our economy. It will introduce legislation
today that would, if passed, protect workers’ jobs and
strengthen powers to curb the spread of SARS and other
infectious diseases. In the days and weeks ahead, your
government will take further steps to address these
challenges.

It is at times like these that Ontarians’ values shine
through.

Ontarians are competitive, but compassionate. We are
successful, but believe that no one must be left behind.
We are proud of our achievements, but believe in the
promise of an even brighter future for our province.

It is the promise of Ontario that has encouraged people
and families from all over the world to begin new lives
here. It is the promise of Ontario that has inspired hard-
working men and women to build successful businesses
and strong communities. It is the promise of Ontario that

inspires our citizens—young and old—to hope, dream
and achieve.

It is this promise that motivates your government and
that has brought the members of this assembly here to
serve Ontario’s people and help build its future.

On behalf of our Sovereign, welcome to the fourth
session of Ontario’s 37th Parliament.

Since the assembly last met, Ontario has lost three dis-
tinguished former members:

Frank Drea, whose straightforwardness with col-
leagues made him a popular MPP and whose efforts as an
advocate for consumers, workers and the disabled made
him a respected leader;

Ron McNeil, who represented the people of Elgin
county for three decades and whose hard work on behalf
of fellow farmers won him the appreciation of people of
all political stripes; and

Russ Ramsay, whose gentlemanly service, kindness
and strong principles endeared him to the citizens of
Sault Ste Marie and the people of Ontario and elevated
him to the Order of Canada.

In January, four employees of the Ministry of Natural
Resources died in a helicopter crash near Sault Ste Marie
while carrying out their duties. Your government mourns
the loss of Michael Maguire, Walter Ceolin, Bruce
Stubbs and Chantelle Walkey and will dedicate a new
conservation reserve to their memory.

Ontario also recently lost one of its most beloved
leaders. Gerald Emmett Cardinal Carter was a remark-
able scholar who worked relentlessly in pursuit of social
justice. For 53 years, he worked tirelessly to serve the
people of Ontario, regardless of religious faith. His
determination to tackle controversial issues head-on won
him the respect of leaders and lay people alike, and his
loss is felt not only by the Catholic community, but all
Ontarians.

We remember those killed during the war in Iraq.
While your government deplores war’s tragic cost, it also
hopes that conflict—led by our American and British
friends and allies—will achieve a lasting peace for the
people of Iraq, who have suffered under tyranny and
oppression.

The throne speech is a symbol of our parliamentary
democracy. In it, your government traditionally tells
citizens about its plans and priorities for the years ahead.

This year’s throne speech is different.

Your government believes that strong leadership is
about consultation, not capitulation. It is about principles,
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not ideology. It is about balancing priorities for all, not
giving in to the interests of a few.

Most importantly, it is about encouraging people to
share their ideas, work together and speak their minds.
That’s why your government launched its innovative
throne speech consultation process.

Today, as never before, the people have spoken.

Ontarians said that they want a strong economy that
creates jobs and lets them keep more of their hard-earned
wages. Your government has listened.

Ontarians said they are proud of our province’s health
care system and want it strengthened. Your government
has listened.

They have called for schools that promote excellence
and equality of opportunity. Your government has
listened.

They have asked that our natural environment be
preserved for generations. They have demanded that
government be more accountable for the tax dollars it
spends. They want the province’s streets to be safer and
its borders secure.

To these requests, and more, your government has
listened.

Some might say that listening is an end in itself. Your
government believes it is only a good beginning.

Today, your government sets out an ambitious action
plan to keep our province competitive and compassion-
ate—to display the values of hard work, humility and
excellence seen so often in our citizens and epitomized in
the success of the 2003 Masters champion, Ontario’s own
Mike Weir.

1610

Your government has a plan to build a better quality of
life for every Ontario family.

To create an equal opportunity for success.

To support the most vulnerable.

Today, your government resolves to devote its energy
and experience to seeing the promise of Ontario fulfilled.

Since 1995, your government has helped create more
than 1.1 million new jobs, dramatically cut taxes, re-
moved barriers to growth, eliminated an $11-billion
deficit, started paying down Ontario’s debt and helped
over 600,000 people get off welfare and find the dignity
that comes with a job.

While these are remarkable accomplishments, they do
not belong to your government, but to all the Ontarians
who seized the opportunities afforded by a strong econ-
omy.

Seule une économie vigoureuse permet d’investir dans
des secteurs prioritaires comme la santé, I’éducation, la
sécurité publique et I’environnement. Seule une écon-
omie vigoureuse nous donne les moyens d’effectuer des
investissements sans précédent, tout en maintenant
I’équilibre budgétaire.

Only a strong economy supports investment in prior-
ities such as health care, education, secure communities
and the natural environment. Only a strong economy
provides the means to make record investments while
maintaining a balanced budget.

For the first time since 1908, an Ontario government
has introduced five consecutive balanced budgets. It will
continue to balance the books.

Your government has paid down $5 billion in prov-
incial debt and will continue to pay down Ontario’s debt
to ensure long-term growth and prosperity.

Your government remains committed to further re-
ducing the income tax rate for small businesses to 5% in
2004 and 4% in 2005. Upon full implementation, more
than 125,000 businesses will benefit.

The evidence is clear and convincing—by living
within its means, by cutting taxes, balancing priorities
and refusing to borrow from future generations to pay for
today’s success, your government has restored faith in
Ontario’s economy.

Despite the economic success our province has en-
joyed, history has shown that without strong leadership,
such gains are easily lost.

Today is tax filing day. Today, Ontarians are espe-
cially aware of how much tax they pay—and how much
your government has cut taxes in the province.

There are some who feel it is perfectly acceptable for
government to consume ever-larger portions of Ontar-
ians’ paycheques.

Not your government.

It believes that when Ontarians decide how to spend
their own money, we all benefit—and the best way to
ensure that they have money to spend is not to tax it
away in the first place. Your government believes that
tax cuts spur job creation and result in greater revenue.
While it has reduced taxes by $16 billion, government
revenues have increased by the same amount over the
same period.

That’s why this year’s budget proposed 17 additional
tax cuts for seniors, businesses and wage earners. That’s
why, since 1995, your government has announced 225
tax cuts, giving workers and their families more money
to spend, save or invest.

Olive Russell of Brampton, who joins us here today,
says: “I think my husband, Frank, and I have more than
paid our share of taxes over the last 60 years.”

Your government agrees. It will introduce legislation
that will provide a tax credit for seniors for the provincial
portion of their property tax. It will also introduce
legislation to allow more seniors to remain active in the
workforce—retiring at a time of their own choosing, not
an arbitrary, government-appointed time. It would also
give them the resources necessary to stay in their homes
and remain active, productive members of society.

To honour the contributions of our veterans, your gov-
ernment is investing $1 million in the Juno Beach Centre
in Normandy, France. The centre honours Canadian
soldiers who landed on D-Day, inspiring all Canadians
through their example. Through the Dominion Institute,
your government pledges to record the stories of these
heroes for the youth of the future.

Your government believes that a job is the best social
program. Continued job growth, spurred by tax cuts and a
strong economy, will help unemployed citizens get back
on their feet and participate in the promise of Ontario.
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Your government recognizes that there are some On-
tarians who need extra help to cope with disabilities. It
understands that people with disabilities often have
special needs that make it difficult for them to work.
That’s why it will increase Ontario disability support
program payments to better help people with disabilities
lead happier, more productive and dignified lives.

Your government will reform support for children
with special needs to ensure that parents have a greater
say in how their needs are met.

Because no child should live in poverty or depend on
welfare, your government will provide a special benefit
to meet the unique needs of children who require a
helping hand. In the coming weeks, your government
will unveil further details of this enriched and
compassionate benefit.

To ensure that support keeps going where it is needed,
your government will continue to crack down on welfare
fraud and abuse. Those who commit welfare fraud are
stealing from those who need help the most. Every penny
your government has recovered from welfare fraud will
continue to be returned to the system.

To protect Ontario’s family farms and the rights of
farm workers, your government is implementing legis-
lation to ensure that our unique agricultural sector is
protected from labour disruptions.

To ensure that farmers are protected from circum-
stances such as droughts or fluctuating markets, your
government will provide stability for Ontario farmers. It
wishes to work with the federal government to find
solutions, but will always be there to support Ontario’s
farmers.

Your government will also continue working with
farmers and provide them with financial support to carry
out a nutrient management strategy that will keep our
environment protected and our farms strong.

Linda Lockey of Ridgeville wrote your government to
say that: ‘Everyone wants to protect the farmland,’
farmers included. It is every taxpayer’s responsibility to
protect and save the farmland for future generations.”

The challenges faced in rural Ontario are not the same
as those faced in urban communities. That’s why, in the
coming weeks, your government will unveil a compre-
hensive rural strategy aimed at addressing the concerns
raised by people in rural communities. Your government
will strengthen the rural economy, protect services and
preserve the cherished way of life so important to
Ontario’s countryside.

To help protect farmers, small businesses and families,
your government is also taking a comprehensive ap-
proach to our energy sector, including increasing supply,
creating an integrated conservation plan and ensuring that
pricing is stable.

1620

Your government knows that a growing economy has
growing energy needs. We must never take our energy
supply for granted.

Your government will ensure that Ontarians have a
supply of power today, tomorrow and into the future. It

will work with the private sector on the Portlands Energy
Centre project and the Niagara Tunnel project. It will
pursue agreements with the provinces of Manitoba and
Quebec to help supply Ontarians with the power they
need.

Your government knows that the energy needs of the
21st century will require comprehensive and innovative
solutions. Your government will aggressively pursue
technologies to meet Ontario’s energy supply needs for
generations to come. It will explore options such as wind,
hydrogen, solar and generating electricity from waste.

Providing additional generation is only half of the
solution. Ontarians have said they want affordable, prac-
tical energy conservation measures and cleaner sources
of power. Starting immediately, your government will
phase out coal-fired generating stations no later than
2015.

Solutions are already on the market that will help
Ontario achieve its energy conservation goals, but more
must be done to get energy efficient products into the
homes of consumers who want them.

Moorefield resident Joan Norris has asked your
government to: “Educate the public. Everyone has to be
more conscious of saving electricity.”

Your government has heard her request and will
develop an integrated energy conservation strategy that
will include government, the broader public sector and
consumers. It proposes to enable people who want to
produce their own electricity to more easily sell power
back to their local utility—as is done in Europe and the
United States—develop more tax incentives and a
renewable portfolio standard for green energy.

In addition to all these measures, your government
will continue to cut taxes, balance the books, reduce debt
and help create new jobs so that Ontario will enjoy the
best-performing economy and the highest quality of life
in North America.

This is an ambitious goal, but an achievable one.
Ontario is already well on its way.

Your government will achieve this goal, not because it
is ideologically driven, but because it is motivated by
values and principles—the same values and principles it
shares with all Ontarians.

Hospitals are more than bricks and mortar. They bring
us together in times of joy—such as the birth of a child.
They bring us together in times of grief—such as when
we say goodbye to a loved one for the last time.

Nurses are more than dedicated professionals—we
trust them to care for people we love.

Doctors are more than medical practitioners—we turn
to them in times of need.

Ontarians have invested more than our tax dollars in
our health care system—it has become part of our iden-
tity and the envy of the world.

Your government understands this, and thanks to a
strong economy, it has been able to invest another $1.9
billion in health care this year—over $10 billion more
than in 1995. Your government has created the first new
medical school in 30 years and has increased the number



4 LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF ONTARIO

30 APRIL 2003

of medical school spaces by 30%. It has also provided
funding to create over 12,000 nursing positions and by
2005 will have created 750 nurse practitioner positions.

Your government believes that each Ontarian—from
the youngest to the oldest—deserves the best, most up-to-
date care. It has worked hard to modernize the system
and find new ways to deliver excellent, universally
accessible health care for our families.

By making record investments in long-term care,
increasing home care services, and providing innovative
services such as Telehealth Ontario, your government has
made it possible for hospitals to direct resources where
they are most urgently needed.

Andrea Butcher Milne, who has multiple sclerosis and
is the mother of a four-year-old, says: “I feel that my
local health care centre’s role in maintaining my health
has prevented thousands of dollars you might normally
have spent treating the symptoms of my illness.”

Your government believes that, despite significant
new investments, Ontario’s health care system is only a
success if it helps all Ontarians. Health care investments
must help reduce and eliminate waiting times, increase
access to doctors and nurses, strengthen our hospitals,
cure diseases and result in new technology that improves
patient care.

To improve access to doctors, your government will
increase the number of international medical graduates
training to practise in Ontario by 20%. It will provide
free tuition for current and future medical school students
who agree to practise in underserviced areas or join
family health networks.

To increase the number of nurses practising in On-
tario, your government will launch an aggressive nurse
recruitment and retention program. This will include free
tuition for nursing students who agree to begin their
careers in underserviced areas. Your government will
work to break down the barriers faced by nurse
practitioners to expand their numbers and the range of
services that they are able to provide.

To support the health care needs of children in the
north, your government will invest nearly $6.5 million to
support the Electronic Child Health Network North. The
network provides an electronic link between health care
professionals and families in the north and hundreds of
pediatricians and health care professionals in southern
Ontario. This is one step in your government’s plan to
create a children’s health network.

Between 1996 and 2002, your government cut cardiac
surgery waiting times in half. Your government’s invest-
ments have reduced waiting times in emergency rooms.

But there is more to do. No child, parent, senior or any
citizen of a compassionate province should have to wait
one moment longer than necessary to receive care.

That’s why your government will engage Ontario’s
health professionals in developing guaranteed wait times
for procedures such as general surgery, cataract pro-
cedures, cancer treatment and hip and knee replacements.
It will do the same for diagnostic services such as MRIs.

There are few people in Ontario who have not been
touched by cancer through a friend or family member.

Yet many experts believe that certain kinds of cancer—
such as breast or prostate cancer—can be beaten.

As the late Dr Charles Hollenberg, world-renowned
cancer researcher and former head of Cancer Care On-
tario, said: “Finding a cure for breast and prostate cancer
can be done. It just takes leadership.”

Your government will provide that leadership. Our
province’s researchers have the expertise to help elim-
inate these deadly diseases. That’s why your government
will invest $1 billion in a new Cancer Research Institute
of Ontario.

Prevention and early detection are vital to effective
treatment. That’s why your government has added 30
new MRI machines since 1995 and has committed to an
additional 20 MRIs and five new CT scanners.

Your government will improve hospitals and free up
capital dollars for other priorities by allowing the private
sector to provide and maintain the buildings—while
relying on the public sector to provide quality care. Your
government will continue to provide the services On-
tarians depend upon and remains committed to univer-
sally accessible health care where and when Ontarians
need it.

To ensure that St Peter’s Hospital in Hamilton con-
tinues to provide care for young disabled adults and to
meet the needs of some of Ontario’s most vulnerable
citizens, your government will invest in improved con-
tinuing care facilities at the hospital.

Your government will also measure the success of
health care improvements and ensure that health care
dollars are spent wisely. That’s why it has introduced
stable multi-year funding for hospitals and will introduce
legislation to create a permanent Health Quality Auditor
to ensure excellent and efficient service.

1630

To help remove the stigma of mental illness and ease
the suffering of those afflicted, your government is
addressing the mental health needs of children and adults.
In its budget, your government announced that it would
invest $250 million over five years to move forward with
reform. Your government will launch a Premier’s
Council on mental health that will act as a driving force
for change.

The aboriginal healing and wellness strategy helps
aboriginal communities address health care services
through traditional aboriginal teachings and mainstream
health services. Your government will renew the strategy
and enhance its operation through consultation with
aboriginal peoples and their communities.

Your government knows that, when it comes to health
care, there is always more to do.

There is always a need for new treatments and equip-
ment to cure our sick. Your government will meet chal-
lenges that arise through compassion, accountability and
a continued dedication to the men, women, seniors and
children who rely on our health care system.

This is Education Week.

Tous les enfants de I’Ontario méritent une excellente
éducation et des chances de succés égales dans la vie,
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quelle que soit leur situation économique, le lieu ou ils
habitent, leurs origines culturelles ou leurs convictions
religieuses.

Des générations de leaders, de chefs d’entreprise,
d’enseignantes et enseignants et de membres des pro-
fessions libérales doivent leur réussite a I’enseignement
de qualité qui leur a été dispensé par nos écoles publiques
¢lémentaires et secondaires.

Every child in Ontario deserves an excellent education
and an equal opportunity for success in life, regardless of
economic circumstances, geographic location, ethnic
background or religious belief.

Generations of leaders, entrepreneurs, teachers and
professionals succeeded because of the quality education
afforded by our public elementary and secondary
schools.

Yet, before your government was first elected, On-
tario’s educators found themselves frustrated by a system
that pursued social promotion, not academic excellence,
and whose inconsistent, board-by-board approach to
funding privileged some schools over others.

In 1995, your government set out to improve our
education system, acting on the principled, compassion-
ate conviction that all Ontario’s children must be given
the means to fulfil their dreams.

That’s why your government introduced a new,
province-wide funding formula that treats all students
equitably. It introduced a new curriculum, innovative
programs such as early reading and early math and
measures to ensure teaching excellence.

In the past, many young people were labelled as
unteachable.

Not any more.

Today, we know that 10% to 15% of the population
has some form of learning disability. We know that many
learning-disabled children are of above-average intelli-
gence, but also require extra support.

Your government is providing $1.6 billion for special
education for 2002-03 to make sure these children have
the help they need to learn and succeed.

To ensure that your government’s education funding
reforms were on track, it commissioned Dr Mordechai
Rozanski’s Education Equality Task Force to prepare a
report on Ontario’s elementary and secondary schools.

Dr Rozanski confirmed your government’s decisions,
but made several recommendations to ensure that our
schools continue to meet students’ needs.

He recommended that an additional $1.8 billion be
invested over a three-year period. Within 24 hours of
receiving the report, your government took action and
has committed to funding that exceeds his recommen-
dations.

As Dr Rozanski himself said: “Within four months,
the government has taken seriously the recommendations
and moved to implement more than $1.8 billion in
funding over three years.”

No matter where they live in Ontario, parents want
their children to have access to the opportunities a great
education provides. That’s why, as recommended by Dr
Rozanski, your government will help its education

partners to find ways to strengthen schools in rural and
northern communities.

Your government will continue to follow Dr Rozan-
ski’s recommendations, knowing that the promise of
Ontario is achievable only if each and every young
person is given the opportunity of an excellent education.

Eight years ago, your government set out to make that
promise a reality.

Today, the new curriculum is firmly established in
every grade of our school system. This June, the first
students to study under the new curriculum will graduate
from Ontario’s high schools. Five years of provincial and
international tests are available to clearly show our
students’ progress.

Your government’s education reforms are not only
comprehensive—the evidence shows they have been
successful.

However, your government will continue to consult
with parents, teachers and students on the best ways to
continue encouraging excellence.

Sabrina Joseph of Hamilton wrote to your government
to say: “Get the students involved in everything! Give us
a voice ... we are the future, help us plan it and make it a
good one!”

Your government will continue to help each student
prepare for challenges and opportunities and give them
the tools they need to make their voices heard.

That’s why it requires students to meet rigorous
literacy standards to receive a high school diploma. To
help students thrive, your government will provide the
remedial help some need to make the grade.

Your government will provide tools and resources to
ensure phonics are available to all schools and encourage
higher education in math by offering elementary school
teachers scholarships to become math specialists.

It will allow athletes, musicians, artists and trades-
people to act as expert instructors or volunteers.

Your government will allow parents more choice to
enrol their children in any available school within their
board. Schools will still give first placement priority to
students who live nearby.

To support parental choice, your government will
introduce legislation to continue implementing the equity
in education tax credit.

It is your government’s priority to put kids first by
ensuring that all students have consistent access to the
education they deserve.

In the past, many Ontario students competed only with
each other for jobs. But today, they’re competing with
students worldwide. That’s why we must teach our
students the skills they need to compete globally.

Your government has heard from students and parents
who are worried that qualified students might be turned
away from colleges and universities because grade 13 has
been eliminated.

Let there be no doubt that every willing and qualified
student will find a space in a post-secondary institution
so that they can find a rewarding career and go on to
fulfill their dreams of a home and family.

Your government has made that commitment.
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Your government will keep that commitment.

It has already made significant investments in our
post-secondary institutions to accommodate the increased
enrolment for the upcoming school year. Along with its
partners, your government is investing $2.6 billion to
create more than 135,000 new post-secondary student
places—the largest capital investment in Ontario univer-
sities and colleges since the 1960s and the equivalent of
almost nine McMaster Universities or nearly 11 Sheridan
Colleges. It has also provided stability to our colleges
and universities through multi-year operating funding
and is providing an increase of 21% by 2005-06 over last
year’s funding.

Your government will take further measures to pre-
pare students for a bright future by increasing its annual
investment in colleges and universities, and demanding
better accountability for results.

It will promote e-learning so that students anywhere in
Ontario can still receive the benefit of a quality educa-
tion.

To help students with learning disabilities, your gov-
ernment will continue to support the work of the
Learning Opportunities Task Force under the direction of
Dr Bette Stephenson. Because of the task force’s work,
learning-disabled students in each and every Ontario
college and university have access to the help they need.
1640

This is a time of unprecedented opportunity and a
crucial moment for many industries that require skilled
workers. Your government is committed to encouraging
young people to seek rewarding and exciting careers in
the skilled trades.

Your government will also encourage skilled trades-
people to play an even greater role in mentoring and
teaching apprentices. This builds on the proposals made
in the 2003 budget. Your government will also encourage
skilled, internationally trained workers to settle in On-
tario and build new lives here.

These investments and improvements will help ensure
that our students remain among the best trained and edu-
cated in the world. Not only will this help them achieve
long-term success, it will help Ontario’s economy
continue to grow.

A strong economy requires that governments invest
tax dollars wisely in priorities such as health care, edu-
cation and infrastructure. School boards, hospitals, muni-
cipalities, colleges and universities have all said they
could plan more effectively if they had multi-year base
funding.

Your government is committed to delivering stable
base funding on which its partners can depend. In return,
taxpayers can expect to see better results and greater
accountability in those sectors.

Your government also believes institutions that have
the power to make decisions on your behalf must demon-
strate fiscal responsibility.

Having taken measures to strengthen public sector
accountability and transparency, your government be-
lieves that members who pay to keep organizations
running should also know how their money is being

spent. That’s why your government will take steps to
require unions to operate on principles of democracy,
transparency and accountability.

To ensure that high-quality, effective services are
delivered and that funding is used for its intended pur-
pose, your government will introduce legislation to
provide quality auditors for health, education and muni-
cipal services.

Fiscal responsibility requires that everything govern-
ment does, it does efficiently, while offering citizens the
best service at the best price. Your government will
continue to find internal savings and enshrine the practice
of zero-based budgeting.

Over the past several years, your government has
begun improving public services. While the Ontario
public service has been reduced by 23%, it has won inter-
national awards that recognize its creative and innovative
approach to public service. Businesses can now be
registered in 20 minutes rather than six weeks. Automatic
Service Ontario kiosks in local malls allow citizens to
renew vehicle licence plate stickers in a matter of
minutes. But there is more to do.

Because Ontarians lead busy, active lives, your gov-
ernment will provide more services online, expand hours
at service counters and increase the number of gov-
ernment kiosks.

All of these measures are designed to make Ontario’s
government and broader public sector more accountable
to those it serves—Ontario’s citizens. Because our
democracy is a work in progress, your government
remains committed to finding new ways to improve and
modernize our democratic institutions. The consultation
process that resulted in this throne speech is one example
of that.

To encourage direct democracy, this session your
government will act on recommendations of the standing
committee on the Legislative Assembly, encouraging free
votes on private members’ bills, and proposing to double
the amount of time devoted to private members and allow
private members to co-sponsor bills. It will also increase
the opportunity for citizen-led initiatives such as petition
filing over the Internet. It will also hold provincial-
regional cabinet meetings.

Your government is taking all possible measures to
ensure Ontarians’ safety and security, protect the prov-
ince’s economy and ensure the free flow of traffic and
goods across our borders. That’s why your government
will continue to promote the development of a North
American security perimeter.

Special teams have been established to combat organ-
ized crime. The government has provided funding to hire
more than 1,000 new police officers and hired 165 proba-
tion and parole officers. Your government is committed
to funding even more.

The OPP has a long-lasting tradition of helping
countries in need, such as Kosovo and Sierra Leone. Our
American friends have requested assistance in Iraq, and
your government will work with the OPP to respond to
this request.



30 AVRIL 2003

ASSEMBLEE LEGISLATIVE DE L’ONTARIO 7

Here at home, your government wants criminals to
know that crime does not pay.

Ontarians deserve nothing less.

Your government believes that children, victims and
other vulnerable people deserve special protection under
the law. Those who would seek to harm the innocent
deserve the strongest possible punishment.

That’s why your government will fight child abuse,
including increasing the front-line resources dedicated to
fighting child pornography. It will also provide additional
resources to rescue children from sexual exploitation,
strengthen its high-risk offender strategy and try child
exploitation cases in special courts as developed with the
judiciary.

That’s also why your government will support crime
victims and fight crime by implementing call-monitoring
and call-blocking services in provincial jails to prevent
inmates from harassing victims or their families. It will
expand community-based victims’ services. It has
strengthened the voice of victims through legislation that
gives them the right to speak at parole hearings.

To better protect citizens and police, it will develop a
package of reforms designed to effectively fight gun-
related crimes.

To ensure that drunk and dangerous drivers are kept
off our roads, your government will develop even stiffer
penalties for drunk driving. It will introduce legislation
that would impose lifetime licence suspension upon a
second drunk driving conviction and direct vehicle
seizure in appropriate cases.

Your government will also introduce a “lemon law” to
protect those who purchase consumer goods from having
to pay for costly, hidden defects. It will increase access to
small claims courts to allow more citizens to have their
concerns and complaints met.

However, strong communities are not held together
merely by the force of law, but by everyday relationships
between people.

Many Ontarians enjoy participating in artistic and
cultural activities. Ontario’s talented artistic community
not only enriches us culturally, but helps to build strong
communities. That’s why your government will extend
its highly successful arts endowment fund. It will also
introduce a new initiative through the Ontario Arts
Council to support new business growth and training in
the arts.

Ontarians deserve leadership that considers the needs
of citizens today, tomorrow and of generations into the
future. They expect their leaders to not only understand
the promise of Ontario, but to have a comprehensive plan
for seeing that promise fulfilled.

Your government’s Smart Growth plan marks the first
time in decades that an Ontario government has put
forward a comprehensive vision with the power to shape
the lives of citizens 10, 20 and 30 years from now.

Smart Growth will encourage orderly, planned de-
velopment, while protecting our natural environment and
farmland. It will unlock gridlock, give people housing
choices within walking distance of green spaces and

ensure that Ontario has the cleanest air and water in the
world.
1650

Your government’s five Smart Growth panels are
made up of community leaders with expertise in a variety
of areas ranging from the municipal sector, the environ-
ment, the development industry, transportation and the
education community.

Your government has already received feedback from
one of its panels and thanks the panel members for their
vision and dedication, and will be working with panel
leaders and citizens to carry out their vision of orderly
local development. In the coming weeks, your govern-
ment will announce the steps it will take to strengthen
planning, transit, transportation and environmental
protection.

Votre gouvernement sait bien que la prospérité n’est
pas le fait du hasard. La création d’une économie robuste,
la promotion d’un environnement sain et le développe-
ment de collectivités solides nécessitent une planification
bien pensée et des investissements judicieux.

Notre réseau routier est un ¢lément essentiel au bon
fonctionnement de notre province. Il importe, en outre,
de maintenir une circulation fluide et efficace pour
faciliter la vie des personnes qui travaillent et de leur
famille.

Your government understands prosperity doesn’t hap-
pen by chance. Creating a stronger economy, promoting
a healthy environment and building strong communities
requires planning and smart investment.

Our highways are critical to our province’s well-being.
Keeping traffic moving smoothly and effectively is also
important to workers and their families.

That’s why your government will improve our trans-
portation system—both public transit and highways—to
help strengthen the economy and build stronger com-
munities. Since 1995, your government has invested
more than $3.6 billion in public transit and $7.5 billion in
highways. While it continues to make record investments
in public transit, your government encourages its federal
counterparts to become full partners in Ontario’s transit
investment plan.

Your government is also preparing for the future by
investing in municipal infrastructure. Over the next five
years, it will contribute more than $1.6 billion to help
build the infrastructure rural communities need to support
a growing economy.

Your government is committed to working with muni-
cipal governments to meet tough new standards for
drinking water safety. It is committed to ensuring Ontario
has the toughest standards in the world for safe, clean
drinking water, that those standards are enforced and that
all of Commissioner O’Connor’s recommendations are
implemented.

Your government recognizes the local challenges
faced by some municipalities. It will work with them and
the federal government to help municipalities meet their
funding needs, guided by the principle of accountability
and responsibility to taxpayers.
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To help encourage development and growth in the
north, your government has invested almost $500 million
since 1996 in over 1,400 northern Ontario heritage fund
projects. These projects were also supported by nearly
$1.2 billion from municipal and private sector partners
and will generate an estimated 17,750 new jobs.

Your government is committed to supporting scientific
and technological research and innovation. Since the
1997 budget, your government has announced nearly
$4.2 billion in investments in science and technology,
which are expected to leverage another $5.2 billion from
other partners for a total investment of over $9.4 billion.
By investing in research and development today, we can
ensure that our young people enjoy a promising future,
no matter where they live in Ontario.

Your government is committed to the creation of tax
incentive zones that would encourage both large and
small businesses to invest, relocate or expand in rural and
northern communities. This will create economic growth
and give young people the opportunity to remain in the
communities where they grew up.

To help reduce infrastructure financing costs for muni-
cipalities, your government has developed municipal
opportunity bonds. It will provide a $1-billion capital
injection to help kick-start the Ontario opportunity bonds
program.

These bonds support your government’s Smart
Growth strategy for building a strong economy, vibrant
communities and a clean, healthy environment. They will
allow municipalities to borrow money at 50% below
market interest rates, reducing the cost of municipal debt.

To keep Ontario beautiful and restore pride, your gov-
ernment will ensure provincial highways are maintained
through regular grass cutting and a program to reduce
litter. To better show this pride, it will beautify entry
points into the province.

Your government will continue to protect Ontario’s
natural heritage through Ontario’s Living Legacy pro-
gram. It will introduce legislation to protect the Kawartha
Highlands signature site and work to protect other sites
such as the Lake Nipigon Basin.

To protect valuable and unique natural features, pro-
mote tourism and preserve Ontario’s natural heritage for
future generations, your government will create new
tourism opportunities through the Great Lakes Heritage
Coast. It will also help create the Lake Superior National
Marine Conservation Area, the largest freshwater reserve
in the world.

Your government believes that the promise of Ontario
is reflected not only in what we are able to build, but also
in what we choose to preserve.

Your government began its innovative throne speech
consultation process with a simple goal in mind: to let the
citizens of this great province guide its plans and prior-
ities for the years ahead.

Over 10,000 Ontarians participated in that process,
answering your government’s invitation on-line, by fax,
by mail and in person.

Your government has been guided by Ontarians.
While it remains committed to making the tough deci-
sions necessary to keep Ontario strong, it will also
continue to follow the very simple four-step formula that
has guided all of its decisions.

It will ask for citizens’ input.

They will answer.

It will listen.

It will take action.

Your government believes this approach is the heart of
democracy and the soul of leadership.

Only by working together can we realize the benefits
of our strong economy, identify and invest in the
priorities that matter and realize the promise of Ontario.

Ontarians have always known about that promise.
They have seen it in our province’s boundless natural
resources; in its proud and productive industries.

In its strong social fabric.

Most of all, however, they have seen the promise of
Ontario in each other.

In our children, whose lives will be shaped by strong
schools, sheltered by safe neighbourhoods and sur-
rounded by opportunity.

They have seen it in new immigrants to Ontario, who
will find in this land of promise the security and bright
future they seek.

In our seniors, whose experiences, sacrifices and
wisdom guide us, our children and all the generations yet
to come.

We have worked too hard and come too far to turn
away from that promise now.

The promise of Ontario is ours. It guides your govern-
ment as it makes its decisions. It guides the people of this
province as they build a better and brighter future for all.

May God continue to bless Ontario and Canada.

May God guide all in public office, that they may use
power wisely and well.

God save the Queen.

Singing of O Canada.

His Honour was then pleased to retire.

Prayers.

1700

The Speaker (Hon Gary Carr): I beg to inform the
House that, to prevent mistakes, I have obtained a copy
of the speech from the throne, which I will now read.

Interjections: Dispense.

The Speaker: Dispense.

RESIGNATION OF MEMBER FOR
MISSISSAUGA WEST

The Speaker (Hon Gary Carr): I beg to inform the
House that during the adjournment a vacancy has
occurred in the membership of the House by reason of
the resignation of John Snobelen as member for the
electoral district of Mississauga West, effective Monday,
March 17, 2003.
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INTRODUCTION OF BILLS

SARS ASSISTANCE AND RECOVERY
STRATEGY ACT, 2003

LOI DE 2003 SUR LA STRATEGIE D’AIDE
ET DE REPRISE SUITE AU SRAS

Mr Eves moved first reading of the following bill:

Bill 1, An Act to protect jobs, promote economic
growth and to address the challenge of SARS in Ontario /
Projet de loi 1, Loi visant a protéger les emplois, a
promouvoir la croissance économique et a relever le défi
posé par le SRAS en Ontario.

The Speaker (Hon Gary Carr): Is it the pleasure of
the House that the motion carry? Carried.

Mr Peter Kormos (Niagara Centre): On a point of
order, Mr Speaker: The New Democratic Party seeks
unanimous consent that this bill be moved and voted
upon for second and third reading without further debate.
We’ve read the bill.

Hon Chris Stockwell (Minister of the Environment,
Government House Leader): On a point of order, Mr
Speaker: I don’t have any difficulty. Technically, I think
it’s better if we use some phrasing that I have here,
because you can drive a truck through some of this stuff.
I appreciate that move by my friend from the third party.

I seek unanimous consent for the Speaker to im-
mediately put the questions on second and third reading
of Bill 1, without debate or amendment, and in the case
of a recorded division on either of these questions, that
there be no divisions bells.

The Speaker: Just to be clear, what the government
House leader is seeking, along with concurrence, is
unanimous consent for the Speaker to immediately put
the question on second and third readings of Bill 1
without debate or amendment, and in the case of a
recorded division on either of these questions there will
be no division bells.

Agreed? Agreed.

SARS ASSISTANCE AND RECOVERY
STRATEGY ACT, 2003

LOI DE 2003 SUR LA STRATEGIE
D’AIDE ET DE REPRISE SUITE AU SRAS

Mr Eves moved second reading of the following bill:

Bill 1, An Act to protect jobs, promote economic
growth and to address the challenge of SARS in Ontario /
Projet de loi 1, Loi visant a protéger les emplois, a
promouvoir la croissance économique et a relever le défi
posé par le SRAS en Ontario.

The Speaker (Hon Gary Carr): Is it the pleasure of
the House that the motion carry? Carried.

SARS ASSISTANCE AND RECOVERY
STRATEGY ACT, 2003

LOI DE 2003 SUR LA STRATEGIE
D’AIDE ET DE REPRISE SUITE AU SRAS

Mr Eves moved third reading of the following bill:

Bill 1, An Act to protect jobs, promote economic
growth and to address the challenge of SARS in Ontario /
Projet de loi 1, Loi visant a protéger les emplois, a
promouvoir la croissance économique et a relever le défi
posé par le SRAS en Ontario.

The Speaker (Hon Gary Carr): Is it the pleasure of
the House that the motion carry? Carried.

Be it resolved that the bill do now pass and be entitled
as in the motion.

MOTIONS

THRONE SPEECH DEBATE

Hon Chris Stockwell (Minister of the Environment,
Government House Leader): I move that the speech of
His Honour the Lieutenant Governor to this House be
taken into consideration Thursday, May 1, 2003.

The Speaker (Hon Gary Carr): Is it the pleasure of
the House that the motion carry? Carried.

PRIVATE MEMBERS’ PUBLIC BUSINESS

Hon Chris Stockwell (Minister of the Environment,
Government House Leader): Mr Speaker, 1 believe |
have consent to do some housekeeping issues that we
dealt with today.

The Speaker (Hon Gary Carr): Is there unanimous
consent? Agreed.

Hon Mr Stockwell: I seek unanimous consent to put
forward a motion without notice regarding private mem-
bers’ public business.

I move that notwithstanding standing order 96(d), the
following changes be made to the ballot list for private
members’ public business: Mr Murdoch and Mr Gill
exchange places in order of precedence such that Mr
Murdoch assumes ballot item 7 and Mr Gill assumes
ballot item number 1, and that Mr Murdoch and Mr
O’Toole exchange places in order of precedence such
that Mr Murdoch assumes ballot item 43 and Mr O’Toole
assumes ballot item 7, and that Mr O’Toole and Mr
Guzzo exchange places in order of precedence such that
Mr O’Toole assumes ballot item 2 and Mr Guzzo
assumes ballot item 7.

The Speaker: Mr
consent—

Interjections: Dispense.

The Speaker: Dispense.

Is it the pleasure of the House that the motion carry?
Carried.

Stockwell seeks unanimous
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Hon Mr Stockwell: 1 seek consent to revert to
introduction of bills and that notwithstanding standing
order 69(a), these bills be debated tomorrow during
private members’ public business.

The Speaker: Is there unanimous consent? Agreed.

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS

HIGHWAY TRAFFIC AMENDMENT ACT
(NO CONVEYING OF PASSENGERS FOR
COMPENSATION), 2003

LOI DE 2003 MODIFIANT
LE CODE DE LA ROUTE
(AUCUN TRANSPORT DE PASSAGERS
MOYENNANT REMUNERATION)

Mr Gill moved first reading of the following bill:

Bill 2, An Act to amend the Highway Traffic Act to
restrict the conveyance of passengers for compensation /
Projet de loi 2, Loi modifiant le Code de la route pour
restreindre le transport de passagers moyennant
rémunération.

The Speaker (Hon Gary Carr): Is it the pleasure of
the House that the motion carry? Carried.

The member for a short statement?

Mr Raminder Gill (Bramalea-Gore-Malton-Spring-
dale): I do want to thank member Mr Bill Murdoch for
giving me the opportunity to introduce the bill.

This bill, which I call the scoopers bill, if passed, will
make it a provincial offence, levying heavy penalties
under the Highway Traffic Act to, convey passengers
anywhere in Ontario in a motor vehicle for compen-
sation, unless the driver of the motor vehicle and its
owner or lessee are licensed under a municipal bylaw.

HIGHWAY TRAFFIC AMENDMENT ACT
(CELLULAR PHONES), 2003

LOI DE 2003 MODIFIANT
LE CODE DE LA ROUTE
(TELEPHONES CELLULAIRES)

Mr O’Toole moved first reading of the following bill:

Bill 3, An Act to amend the Highway Traffic Act to
prohibit the use of phones and other equipment while a
person is driving on a highway / Projet de loi 3, Loi
modifiant le Code de la route pour interdire 1’utilisation
de téléphones et d’autres équipements pendant qu’une
personne conduit sur une voie publique.

The Speaker (Hon Gary Carr): Is it the pleasure of
the House that the motion carry?

All in favour will please say “aye.”

All opposed will please say “nay.”

In my opinion, the ayes have it.

Carried.

The member for a short statement.

Mr John O’Toole (Durham): I would like to indulge
the attention of the House. There’s such a cordial tone
here today. Perhaps with good interest, there would be
second and third reading at this time. Sensing that not
being the case, I look forward to the debate tomorrow.

SARS

Ms Marilyn Churley (Toronto-Danforth): On a
point of order, Mr Speaker: Although it has been referred
to in the throne speech today, I would not feel good and I
think it would be inappropriate for me to leave here today
without sending, on behalf of my party and I’m sure the
entire Legislature, our condolences to the survivors of the
people who have died from SARS, and to thank the
health professionals and the Toronto health department
for the incredible work they’ve done during the terrible
crisis in this city of ours. I just wanted to take the
opportunity to do that.

PRIVATE MEMBERS’ PUBLIC BUSINESS

Hon Chris Stockwell (Minister of the Environment,
Government House Leader): 1 just need one more
consent motion, basically to seek unanimous consent to
put forward a motion without notice regarding private
members’ public business.

I move that notwithstanding standing order 96(g),
notice for ballot items 1 and 2 be waived so that we can
actually have private members’ public business to-
morrow morning.

The Speaker (Hon Gary Carr): Is there unanimous
consent? Agreed.

VISITORS

Hon Chris Stockwell (Minister of the Environment,
Government House Leader): I know this is out of order
and probably not usual, but I would be remiss if I didn’t
take this opportunity to introduce in the House today Dr
James Young and Dr Colin D’Cunha, who have repre-
sented this province—

Applause.

Hon Mr Stockwell: Mr Speaker, I move adjournment
of the House.

The Speaker (Hon Gary Carr): s it the pleasure of
the House that the motion carry? Carried.

This House stands adjourned until 10 o’clock to-
morrow morning.

The House adjourned at 1713.
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Elgin-Middlesex-London
Scarborough-Agincourt
Beaches-East York
Windsor West / -Ouest
Timiskaming-Cochrane
Leeds-Grenville

Davenport
Mississauga Centre / -Centre
York West / -Ouest

Toronto Centre-Rosedale /
Toronto-Centre—Rosedale

Vaughan-King-Aurora
Brampton Centre / -Centre
Lanark-Carleton

Peterborough

Etobicoke Centre / -Centre

Barrie-Simcoe-Bradford
Markham

Don Valley West / -Ouest

Kitchener Centre / -Centre
Simcoe-Grey

Kitchener-Waterloo

London West / -Ouest
Willowdale

Mississauga West / -Ouest

These lists appear in the first and last issues of each session and
on the first Monday of each month. A list arranged by riding

appears when space permits.

Associate Minister of Health and Long-Term Care / ministre
associé de la Santé et des Soins de longue durée

Minister of Natural Resources /
ministre des Richesses naturelles

Minister of Public Safety and Security /
ministre de la Stireté et de la Sécurité publique

Deputy opposition whip / whip adjoint de I’opposition

Attorney General, minister responsible for native affairs /
procureur général, ministre délégué aux Affaires autochtones

Minister of the Environment, government House leader /
ministre de I’Environnement, leader parlementaire du
gouvernement

Chair of the Management Board of Cabinet, Minister of Culture /
président du Conseil de gestion du gouvernement, ministre de la
Culture

Associate Minister of Enterprise, Opportunity and Innovation /
ministre associé de 1’Entreprise, des Débouchés et de
I’Innovation

Minister of Northern Development and Mines / ministre du
Développement du Nord et des Mines

Deputy Premier, Minister of Education / vice-premiére ministre,
ministre de I’Education

Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing / ministre des
Affaires municipales et du Logement

Ces listes figurent dans les premier et dernier numéros de chaque
session et du premier lundi de chaque mois. Par contre, une liste
des circonscriptions parait si I’espace est disponible.
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